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I  can  only  hope 
they’ll  turn  that  anger 
and  frustration  and  madness 
into  something  positive 
so  that  hundreds  will 
step  forward ... 

These  are  my  strong  requests, 
knowing  that  it  could  happen, 
hoping  it  doesn’t. 


—Harvey  Milk 
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18  Arrested  in  Early  Morning  Hours 


Providence  Police  Raid 

By  Jim  Marko 


Downtown  Baths 


PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  Vice  squad 
detectives  in  this  city  have  raided  a  gay 
bathhouse  and  arrested  18  men,  includ¬ 
ing  a  16  year  old  juvenile,  on  various 
narcotics  and  “sex”  charges.  The  Dec. 
5  morning  raid  came  just  two  days 
after  uniformed  Providence  police 
officers  had  visited  the  Club  Baths 
downtown.  That  initial  investigation 
was  based  on  complaints  from  neigh¬ 
bors  that  patrons  of  the  baths  had 
harassed  people  outside  the  establish¬ 
ment,  and  that  the  baths  had  been  in 
violation  of  state  liquor  laws. 

According  to  Providence  Vice  Squad 
Inspector  Mel  Brown,  the  4:30  a.m. 
raid  by  at  least  ten  plainclothes  offi¬ 
cers,  followed  a  specific  charge  that 
drugs  were  being  sold  on  the  premises. 

Brown  told  GCN  that  the  vice  squad 
officers  identified  themselves  and  were 
admitted  to  the  Club  Baths  by  the  man¬ 


ager,  Ivan  Layton.  The  officers  ar¬ 
rested  an  employee,  Terence  Dougher¬ 
ty,  and  charged  him  with  possession  of 
about  2  ounces  of  marijuana  and  an 
unspecified  quantity  of  valium. 

Various  Charges 

Brown  then  said  that  the  officers 
“witnessed  a  16-year-old  man 
performing  an  unnatural  act  on  an 
older  man.”  As  officers  arrested  those 
two,  Brown  stated,  “about  18  men 
started  running  around  the  place  nude 
and  officers  saw  two  others  having 
intercourse.” 

One  of  the  men  arrested  and  charged 
with  loitering  for  prostitution  was  Ed¬ 
ward  R.  McLaughlin,  youth  services 
coordinator  for  the  Providence  fed¬ 
eral-jobs  program.  McLaughlin,  who 
was  assistant  operations  manager  in 
charge  of  youth  programs  for  the 
CETA  program,  was  suspended 
without  pay. 


Inspector  Brown  told  GCN  that  the 
youth  would  be  handled  by  family 
court  officials.  “He  and  the  other  men 
will  probably  be  charged  with  various 
charges  of  prostitution,  loitering  for 
prostitution  and  solicitation.” 

Brown,  who  noted  that  all  those  ar¬ 
rested  in  the  early  morning  raid  are 
now  either  free  on  bail  or  were  not 
formally  charged,  added  that  the  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  Providence  Club  Baths 
would  continue. 

Action  Condemned 

The  police  action  here  has  been  con¬ 
demned  by  a  number  of  gay  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  National  Gay  Task  Force 
office  in  the  city  has  made  a  formal 
complaint  to  the  office  of  Mayor 
Vincent  Cianci. 

Rev.  Marge  Ragona,  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  told  GCN  that  the  action  is 
“obvious  harassment”  of  the  gay  com¬ 


munity.  “The  thing  is,  it  is  not  just  the 
Club  Baths.  A  women’s  bar  [in  nearby 
Central  Falls]  has  been  hassled  .  .  .  the 
owner  was  threatened  with  arrest.  It 
seems  to  be  a  statewide  attitude  of 
harassment  against  us,”  Ragona  said. 

Gays  in  Providence  have  suggested 
that  the  raid  on  the  Club  Baths  was  a 
political  action.  There  is  some  belief 
that  the  newly  re-elected  Cianci  admin¬ 
istration  wants  to  prove  that  it  is  “out 
to  clean  up  the  city.”  During  the  elec¬ 
tion  campaign,  the  Cianci  administra¬ 
tion  was  attacked  by  opponents  as 
being  “soft  on  crime.” 

When  asked  by  GCN  if  the  raid  on 
the  Club  Baths  was  ordered  by  the 
office  of  the  mayor,  or  had  been  poli¬ 
tically  inspired,  or  part  of  a  campaign 
against  gays,  Vice  Squad  Inspector 
Brown  said,  “Positively  not.” 


San  Francisco  Looking  Ahead 


Thousands  Across  Country  Mourn  Harvey  Milk 


The  following  story  was  written  by 
Jim  Marko  as  compiled  from  special 
reports  by  the  staff  and  Harold 
Pickett,  Ronnie  Allen,  Peter  Martin 
and  Kay  Whitlock. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people  across  the 
country  mourned  the  death  of  City 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  who  was  shot 
and  killed  along  with  Mayor  George 
Moscone  in  City  Hall  on  November  27. 

In  San  Francisco,  some  4,000 
people,  including  Gov.  Jerry  Brown, 
Jack  Watson,  an  aide  to  President 
Carter  and  hundreds  of  elected  city  and 
state  officials,  gathered  in  the  Opera 
House  for  a  final  tribute  to  Milk.  On 
Saturday,  December  2,  the  ashes  of 
Harvey  Milk  were  scattered  into  San 
Francisco  Bay  just  beyond  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge.  Thirty-Five  of  Milk’s 
close  friends  and  associates  were  on  a 
100-foot-square  rigger  for  the  final 
tribute  as  requested  by  the  slain  super¬ 
visor. 

For  an  hour  Sunday  afternoon, 
December  3,  about  70  people  gathered 
at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  in 
Boston  in  a  memorial  service  for  Milk. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Wheatly  of  the 
Boston  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays 
and  Lesbians  gave  a  modest  homily  on 
the  meaning  of  Milk’s  life.  He  spoke  of 
the  toil  in  the  political  vineyards,  his 
work  to  defeat  the  anti-gay  school 
worker’s  Proposition  6,  and  his  poli¬ 


tical  audacity  and  forceful  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  gay  community. 

John  Lawrence,  the  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  Integrity,  told  those  at  the  Bos¬ 
ton  service  that  gays  were  facing  a 
“martyrdom  in  the  cause  of  gay  civil 
rights.”  Mark  Solomon,  from  the  gay 
Jewish  organization  Am  Tikvah,  said  a 
prayer  for  Milk  and  lit  a  24-hour 
memorial  candle  at  the  church  altar. 

The  Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Task  Force  and  the  East  Philadelphia 
Chapter  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  expressed  shock  at  the 
“tragic  and  senseless  murders”  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  Philadelphia  organizations  “re¬ 
affirmed  the  humanitarian  ideals  that 
were  so  much  a  part  of  the  lives  of 
Mayor  Moscone  and  Supervisor  Milk. 
These  ideals  help  make  life  more  hope¬ 
ful,  more  decent,  more  just,  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  ...  for  women,  for 
minorities,  for  the  poor,  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men.” 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  3,  despite  rainy 
weather  and  the  short  notice  of  the 
event,  some  250  people  assembled  in 
New  York  City’s  Sheridan  Square  for  a 
candlelight  vigil  and  a  march  to  Metro¬ 
politan  Duane  Methodist  Church  for  a 
“memorial  protest”  in  honor  of  Har¬ 
vey  Milk. 

Craig  Rodwell,  owner  of  the  Oscar 
Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop,  spoke 
first,  saying  “Harvey  was  an  atheist, 


Harvey  Milk 


but  I’m  sure  he’d  forgive  us  for  meet¬ 
ing  here  [in  the  church]  tonight.” 

Rodwell,  an  intimate  friend  and 
lover  of  Milk  when  he  lived  in  New 
York  City,  described  the  murdered 
supervisor  as  one  “who  loved  to  love, 
whether  people,  plants,  or  music.” 

Eleanor  Cooper  of  Lesbian  Feminist 
Liberation,  and  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights, 
expressed  her  “grief  and  anger  at  the 
murder  of  this  proud  gay  man.” 


Cooper  stated  that  Milk  was  “slain 
by  a  homophobic  political  opponent” 
and  concluded  that  “homophobia 
kills.”  “Whether  they  [previous  gen¬ 
erations  of  lesbians  and  gay  men]  died 
in  closets  of  suffocation  or  were  shot  in 
City  Hall,  we’re  proud  they  lived  and 
we  will  carry  forward.” 

After  the  hour  service  in  New  York, 
people  joined  hands  in  a  large  circle 
and  sang  a  version  of  the  civil  rights 
song  “We  Shall  Overcome.”  The  song 
included  such  verses  as  “We  are  every¬ 
where  .  .  .  today,”  and  “We  shall  all 
come  out  .  .  .  today.” 

In  what  seemed  a  somewhat  inex¬ 
plicable  move,  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  City  Council  failed  to  adopt  a  reso¬ 
lution  deploring  the  slayings  of  Milk 
and  Moscone.  The  proposed  resolu¬ 
tion,  at  the  request  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  gays,  expressed  sadness  and 
called  Milk  “an  effective  voice  for  the 
many  elements  within  his  community, 
particularly  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 
The  resolution  also  called  Milk  a 
symbol  of  “contributions  that  gay  citi¬ 
zens  can  make  to  the  .  .  .  community.” 

City  Council  member  Willie  J. 
Hardy  objected  to  that  language  in  the 
measure.  He  said  he  “resented  the  way 
it  is  written,”  suggesting  that  Milk  may 
have  also  been  an  effective  spokes¬ 
person  for  other  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  resolution  was  with¬ 
drawn.  Continued  on  Page  6 


Michigan  Law  Would  Protect  Rights  of  Gays  in  Nursing  Homes 


LANSING,  MI  —  Michigan  may 
soon  have  a  measure  which  specifically 
prohibits  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  preference.  For  the  first  time  in 
its  history,  the  legislature  has  passed 
such  an  act  and  sent  it  on  to  Governor 
William  Milliken. 

The  bill  (SB  659),  which  Gov. 
Milliken  is  expected  to  approve, 
provides  that  all  nursing  homes  in 
Michigan  must  adopt  policies  regard¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  residents.  Those  poli¬ 
cies  must  state  that  appropriate  care 
will  not  be  denied  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference,  marital  status,  sex  and  a 
number  of  other  factors.  Other  rights 
in  the  bill  include  the  right  to  medical 
record  confidentiality,  to  privacy  to  the 
extent  feasible,  to  receive  mail 
unopened  and  to  associate  with 


persons  of  one’s  own  choice. 

The  bill  was  the  result  of  committee 
hearings  on  abuses  in  nursing  homes. 
A  resident  of  one  home  had  charged 
that  his  mail  was  being  opened  and 
censored  by  officials  and  staff  at  the 
home.  The  resident  believed  the  action 
was  being  taken  because  of  his  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

Committee  members  agreed  that 
there  were  sufficient  problems  on  the 
emotional  level  at  homes,  and  the  bill 
was  drawn  up. 

According  to  Don  Mager,  project 
facilitator  of  the  Michigan  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Human  Rights  (MOHR),  no 
gay  organizations  worked  for  passage 
of  the  nursing  home  bill.  As  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  bill’s  sponsors,  MOHR 


and  other  groups  “sat  quietly  and  let  it 
go  through,”  Mager  told  GCN. 

Mager  pointed  out  that  the  rights  of 
gay  seniors,  “especially  those  on  fixed 
and  limited  incomes,  are  often  men¬ 
tioned  as  areas  of  serious  concern  to 
the  gay  movement,  but  little  concrete 
work  is  done  to  ensure  these  rights.” 

MOHR’s  Mager  added  that 
Michigan  has  now  “set  a  model  for 
other  states”  with  the  bill’s  passage. 
Mager  added  that  the  groundwork  is 
now  set  to  include  rights  protection  in 
other  pieces  of  legislation. 

“As  we  have  been  told  by  legislators 
and  legislative  aides  in  the  past,  Mich¬ 
igan  is  not  going  to  pass  a  gay  rights 
measure  or  an  amendment  to  the  state 
civil  rights  act  soon  ...  so,  the  [nursing 


home]  legislation  is  helping  us  build  for 
the  future,”  Mager  said. 

Mager  added:  “When  hearings  begin 
on  any  gay  rights  bill  or  any  effort  at 
amending  the  civil  rights  act,  we  will 
have  some  precedents.  .  .  .  This  is  a 
very  significant  thing,  even  though  it  is 
not  going  to  change  the  lives  of  many 
gay  people  overnight.” 

Commenting  on  the  bill’s  passage, 
Robert  Lundy,  Policy  Council  Chair  of 
MOHR,  called  the  measure,  “  the 
wave  of  the  future.” 

“In  Michigan,  successes  will  prob¬ 
ably  occur  in  specialized  areas  and  will 
apply  to  those  receiving  public  services, 
before  a  bill  protecting  employment  in 
the  private  sector  is  passed,”  Lundy 
said. 


Page  2 


Gay  Community  News,  December  16,  1978 


NEWS  NOTES 


QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"The  specific  issue  of,  say,  gay  rights,  is  not  a 
national  situation  yet.  But  when  you  take  a  look  at 
someone  like  the  mass-mailing  tycoon  Richard  Vig- 
uerie  and  the  power  of  push  button  politics,  you 
realize  that  the  right  wing  can  get  officials  elected. 
With  the  right  wing,  it  gets  more  powerful  the  more 
successful  it  gets.  It  moves  slowly  but  very  effect¬ 
ively.  Why,  the  American  Nazi  Party  is  dictating  our 
foreign  policy.  They've  got  a  request  in  now,  using 
abortion  as  the  wedge,  to  have  16  out  of  26  states 
to  hold  a  constitutional  convention.  That's  insidious 
.  .  .  I'm  against  anything  that  helps  the  right  wing 
eat  away  at  our  human  rights.  And  I  advocate  the 
right  of  people  to  live  without  oppression.  I'm 
advocating  the  right  to  love  and  not  be  punished  for 
it."  —  former  Presidential  aide  Midge  Costanza  in 
the  Nov.  3  issue  of  The  Sentinel. 

SURVEYING  LESBIANS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Rhonda  Carlson,  a  student 
at  the  Graduate  School  of  Social  Work  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas  and  a  member  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  is  conducting  a  research  survey  to  de¬ 
termine  how  lesbians  define  themselves  and  their 
community. 

Carlson  is  in  need  of  lesbians  willing  to  com¬ 
plete  a  fairly  long,  very  specific  questionnaire.  The 
survey  and  all  correspondence  will  be  kept  strictly 
confidential,  but  a  distillation  of  the  results  will 
appear  in  Carlson's  master's  thesis. 

For  further  information  or  to  request  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  write  Rhonda  Carlson,  3014  Millmar  Dr., 
Dallas,  TX  75228. 

NORVAL  MORRIS  OUT 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  President  Carter's 
nominee  to  head  the  Justice  Department's  Law 
Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  is  expected 
to  withdraw  his  name,  according  to  New  Times. 
The  magazine  cited  an  "alliance  of  the  National 
Rifle  Association,  Anita  Bryant  adherents,  and 
Senators  Strom  Thurmond  (R-S.C.)  and  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.)"  as  being  responsible  for  the  "torpedoing" 
of  the  nomination  of  Norval  Morris,  dean  of  the 
Chicago  School  of  Law. 

Morris  had  testified  before  congressional  com¬ 
mittees  concerning  his  views  favoring  decriminali¬ 
zation  of  certain  victimless  crimes,  such  as  gam¬ 
bling,  drunkenness,  prostitution,  and  other  private 
sexual  acts.  He  is  author  of  the  1971  book,  An 
Honest  Politician's  Guide  to  Crime  Control.  Sen. 
Helms  wrote  a  letter  to  Carter  accusing  Morris  with 
"abandonment  of  the  moral  standards  of  our  coun¬ 
try"  although  Morris  said  he  would  not  impose  his 
views  upon  the  LEAA. 

New  Times  predicted  that  Homer  F.  Broome, 
Jr.,  a  Los  Angeles  police  official  recently  confirmed 
as  a  deputy  administrator  at  LEAA,  would  soon  be 
nominated  to  replace  Morris. 

BLACKMAILER  SENTENCED 

PORTLAND,  OR  —  A  Federal  judge  here  has 
sentenced  a  Portland  man  to  four  years  in  prison 
for  blackmailing  a  Louisiana  attorney  because  he 
was  gay.  The  judge,  saying  the  victim  suffered  as 
much  as  one  could,  "short  of  physical  pain,"  sen¬ 
tenced  Roy  Lee  McDonald  after  his  conviction  on  six 
counts  of  extortion. 

McDonald  was  charged  with  blackmailing  the 
attorney  by  threatening  to  reveal  he  was  gay.  That 
extortion  was  done  by  telephone. 

OUR  BODIES ,  OURSELVES  BANNED 

SOMERVILLE,  MA  —  The  Boston  Women's 
Health  Collective  reports  that  its  book.  Our  Bodies, 
Ourselves ,  has  been  banned  by  the  Montana 
School  District.  The  banning  followed  an  attack  on 
the  book,  which  was  given  the  Young  Adult  Best 
Book  Award  of  1976  by  the  American  Library  As¬ 
sociation,  by  a  right-wing,  anti-ERA  organization. 

Our  Bodies,  Ourselves  has  sold  two  million 
copies  and  there  are  now  some  thirteen  foreign 
edition  available. 

Members  of  the  Health  Collective,  say  they 
"find  it  ironic  that,  while  [the  book]  is  being  criti¬ 
cized,  dozens  of  truly  pornographic  magazines, 
readily  available  everywhere  even  to  teenagers, 
go  unmentioned." 

The  Collective  is  asking  that  people  support 
the  book  and  its  concept  when  and  where  it  is  at¬ 
tacked.  People  are  urged  to  contact  the  Collective 
at  Box  192,  W.  Somerville,  MA  02144. 


DOG  DAY'S  SONNY  GETS  WORK 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  John  Wojtowicz,  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  man  who  tried  to  rob  a  bank  to  pay  for  his 
lover's  sex  change  operation,  has  found  a  job  in  the 
city.  The  bank  robbery  attempt  became  the  subject 
of  the  film  "Dog  Day  Afternoon,"  which  starred  Al 
Pacino. 

Wojtowicz  told  GCN  in  October  that  he  was 
having  a  difficult  time  finding  work  because  of  his 
imprisonment  [see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  13]. 

He  was  sent  to  a  halfway  house  last  summer 
after  his  original  sentence  of  20  years  was  reduced 
to  15.  The  parole  made  him  eligible  for  a  job  —  al¬ 
though  he  could  stay  on  parole  only  if  he  had  a  job. 

Wojtowicz  found  a  $150  a  week  bookkeeping 
job  with  a  social  work  agency  last  week.  He  told 
GCN  in  an  interview  in  October,  "I  am  a  natural 
born  leader  and  a  fighter  ...  I  am  what  makes 
America  great  because  I  have  the  pioneer  spirit." 

NGTF  MEDIA  DIALOGUE 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  National  Gay  Task 
Force  has  announced  plans  for  a  second  phase  of 
its  on-going  national  educational  effort.  A  "Nation¬ 
al  Week  of  Dialogue  with  the  Media  About  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Concerns"  has  been  scheduled  for  Febru¬ 
ary  11-17. 

NGTF  says  the  program  "is  aimed  at  involving 
gay  groups  and  individuals  in  educational  ex¬ 
change  and  personal  dialogue  with  professionals  in 
the  media  field  such  as  broadcast  station  owners, 
news  reporters,  and  staff  writers  and  producers." 

NGTF  adds  that  the  program  "is  motivated  by 
the  realization  that  the  media  is  an  extremely 
powerful  force  in  American  society  in  determining 
what  gay  and  non-gay  people  come  to  know  and 
believe  about  homosexuality,  the  gay  life  style, 
gay  and  lesbian  rights,  and  gay-related  news." 

For  further  information  on  the  Week  of  Dia¬ 
logue,  contact  J.E.  Myers,  Group  Officer,  or  Bill 
Doubleday,  Education  Officer,  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

WOMEN  TEACHER  SUIT 

BRIDGEPORT,  CT  —  Two  women  teachers  who 
filed  a  sex  discrimination  suit  contending  that  they 
were  paid  less  than  half  the  amount  men  were  paid 
for  coaching  have  been  granted  over  $4000  in  back 
pay  and  legal  fees. 

A  United  States  District  Court  Judge  here  told 
the  Stratford  Board  of  Education  to  pay  the  women 
$1571  and  $1234  in  back  pay. 

The  judge  also  ordered  the  school  board,  in  a 
suburb  of  Bridgeport,  to  pay  $1700  to  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  Women's  Educational  and  Legal  Fund,  Inc., 
which  represented  the  teachers. 

CSWA  PRESIDENT 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Long-time  gay  activist  Terry 
(Spider)  Luton  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Christopher  Street  West  Assn.  Inc.,  the  non-profit 
charitable  organization  which  sponsors  the  Gay 
Pride  Week  observances  in  Hollywood  every 
summer. 

Luton,  who  has  served  on  the  CSW  board  every 
year  since  the  first  Gay  Pride  Parade  in  1970, 
succeeds  Terry  Foster  of  Riverside,  who  has  been 
president  since  September  1977.  Luton  takes  office 
in  January. 

Meanwhile,  CSW  released  a  detailed  financial 
report  on  its  1978  parade  and  carnival  in  Holly¬ 
wood,  showing  gross  income  of  $22,145  and  net 
proceeds  of  $7,471,  after  expenses  totaling 
$14,674. 

Major  expense  items  were  $2,837  to  rent  a 
parking  lot  for  the  carnival  and  $2,784  to  provide 
carnival  booths  and  a  portable  electric  generator 
—  offset  by  $3,570  in  rentals  from  carnival  exhibit¬ 
ors  and  50-cent  admissions  totaling  $6,056;  that 
indicates  a  paid  carnival  attendance  of  just  over 
12,100  people.  Sales  of  beer  and  wine  came  to 
$10,496,  against  wholesale  beer-wine  costs  of 
$3,804.  Gay  Pride  T-shirts  and  buttons  cost  $1,665, 
bringing  sales  of  $1,742. 

CSW  also  announced  charitable  donations  of 
$4,985  from  its  1978  proceeds  —  $3,000  to  the 
Concerned  Voters  of  California  "No  on  6"  cam¬ 
paign,  and  $1,000  to  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays, 
to  help  publish  an  attractive  8-page  booklet  dealing 
with  gay  rights  and  refuting  myths  about  gay 
women  and  men. 

California  Human  Rights  Advocates,  which 
maintains  two  full-time  lobbyists  in  Sacramento, 
received  $535,  while  We  Care,  a  muscular  dystro¬ 
phy  gay  fund,  was  given  $200  and  the  ACLU  Gay 
Rights  Chapter's  Citizens  Committee  on  Police 
Repression  received  $200. 


NY  SAYS  NO  TO  CS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  New  Yorker  magazine 
has  turned  down  an  advertisement  from  the  gay 
magazine  Christopher  Street.  Chuck  Ortleb, 
Christopher  Street's  editor,  told  Gays  week  that  the 
one  inch  advertisement  was  rejected  by  the  New 
Yorker's  advertising  manager  because  our 
readers  wouldn't  be  interested."  Ortleb  called  the 
action  "censorship"  and  non-recognition  that  the 
"typical  reader  of  Christopher  Street  reads  the  New 
Yorker." 

George  Green,  president  of  the  New  Yorker, 
told  the  Soho  Weekly  News,  "We  reject  it  because 
in  our  judgment  the  New  Yorker  wasn't  the  proper 
place  for  the  publication  of  the  advertisement.  We 
decided  this  was  an  advertisement  we'd  rather  not 

n 

run. 

WOMEN  AND  CARTER 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  President  Carter  has 
agreed  to  hold  a  full-scale  meeting  with  members 
of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Women. 
The  meeting  will  center  on  concerns  of  women  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Administration's  anti-inflation  policies 
and  the  development  of  domestic  policy  issues. 

The  Committee  cancelled  a  fifteen  minute 
White  House  meeting  with  the  President  on  Nov. 
22.  In  a  telephone  conversation  with  Bella  Abzug 
and  Carmen  Delgado  Votaw,  co-chairs  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  President  expressed  regret  at  the  brief 
time  set  aside  for  the  November  meeting.  He  said 
he  would  meet  with  Committee  members  for  an 
hour  to  discuss  their  concerns.  Details  of  the 
meeting  are  being  arranged. 

UPSTREAM  FOR  WOMEN 

OTTAWA,  Canada  —  Upstream,  a  two  year  old 
newspaper  for  women,  has  gone  national.  The 
newspaper  will  now  be  distributed  in  16  Canadian 
cities. 

The  bilingual  newspaper,  in  French  and  Eng¬ 
lish,  concentrates  on  items  of  interest  to  working 
women.  It  also  devotes  much  space  to  the  issue  of 
violence  against  women. 

6  OUSTED  IMPROPERLY 

BOISE,  ID  —  A  Federal  judge  here  has  ruled 
that  the  city  improperly  dismissed  six  women 
police  employees  after  what  he  called  an 
"abysmal"  investigation  into  alleged  lesbian 
activity. 

The  women,  who  have  not  denied  their  homo¬ 
sexuality,  sued  Boise  for  $10  million.  They  con¬ 
tended  in  the  class  action  suit  that  their  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  of  due  process  had  been  violated  and 
that  city  officials  had  broken  civil  service  rules  by 
disallowing  the  women  hearings. 

Federal  District  Court  Judge  Ray  McNichols 
issued  a  partial  judgment  this  week  saying  that  he 
could  not  understand  "a  city  of  this  size  [population 
100,000],  with  the  help  it  has  available  to  it,  going 
through  such  an  operation  in  1977." 

The  judge  has  not  ordered  the  six  women 
workers  reinstated  but  he  has  ordered  attorneys 
for  the  women  and  the  city  to  prepare  memoranda 
on  damages. 

The  judge  indicated  that  arguments  on  the 
women's  request  for  an  additional  $10  million  for 
court  costs  will  not  be  heard  before  the  spring. 

The  six  plaintiffs  included  two  police  officers, 
two  dispatchers,  a  dispatch  officer  and  an  animal 
control  officer!  — - 

GAA  'AWARDS'  WRITER 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  Gay  Activists  Alliance 
here  has  given  its  monthly  "Pig"  award  to  Kay 
Gardella,  a  television  reviewer  for  the  New  York 
Daily  News. 

The  GAA  cited  Gardella  for  her  recent  review 
of  "A  Question  of  Love,"  the  ABC-TV  drama  con¬ 
cerning  the  efforts  by  a  lesbian  mother  to  retain 
custody  of  her  child.  [For  a  review  of  the  film,  see 
GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  20] 

GAA  found  the  following  statements  by  Gar¬ 
della  "particularly  enlightening": 

"Homosexuality  is  being  subliminally  sold 
through  television  as  'sexual  preference'  or  an  al¬ 
ternative  lifestyle.' 

"Of  course,  homosexuals  have  the  same  legal 
rights  as  anyone  else,  but  the  family  continues  to 
be  the  central  organism  of  society,  and  television 
will  ignore  that  truth  at  its  peril." 

GAA  stated  that  regardless  of  the  merit  or  lack 
of  merit  of  the  television  film,  "we  think  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  to  all  open  minded  television  viewers  that 
there  aren't  enough  television  programs  which  pre¬ 
sent  positive  attitudes  towards  homosexuals, 
lesbians  and  the  gay  lifestyle." 
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Lack  of  Funds  Cited 


National  Gay  Switchboard  Shuts  Down 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Gay  Na¬ 
tional  Educational  Switchboard 
(GNES),  the  San  Francisco-based 
network  of  support  services,  has  dis¬ 
continued  its  three  WATS  line  services 
as  of  Dec.  1.  The  system  had  been  in 
operation  for  two  months  and  had 
taken  more  than  5000  calls  during  that 
time.  The  telephones  were  answered  by 
60  trained  volunteers,  who  provided 
information  and  assistance  to  women 
and  men  throughout  the  nation. 

The  Switchboard,-  which  received 
$33,000  from  the  Human  Rights  Foun¬ 
dation  for  start-up  costs,  was  unable  to 
generate  enough  additional  funds  to 
meet  expenses.  Those  expenses  in¬ 
cluded  monthly  telephone  bills  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $5000  [see  GCN  Vol.  6, 
No.  19]. 


As  explained  in  GCN  recently,  a  na¬ 
tionwide  fundraising  Urive  had  been 
delayed  until  after  Nov.  7.  Switch¬ 
board  spokespeople  noted,  that  until 
that  time,  monetary  priority  was  given 
to  the  defeat  of  the  anti-gay  school 
workers  Proposition  6  in  California. 

The  Need  for  Service 

David  Palmer,  GNES  Project  Di¬ 
rector,  said  this  week  that  the  long 
range  goal  of  the  Switchboard  “has 
been  to  stimulate  the  expansion  of  sup¬ 
port  services  for  gay  people  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  communities  nationwide.” 

“We  have  clearly  documented  the 
need  for  such  services  and  will  use  that 
documentation  to  develop  proposals 
for  grants  from  both  foundations  and 
the  government,  so  that  the  Switch¬ 
board  can  re-open  next  year.  We  are 


now  appealing  to  all  those  who  were 
potential  donors  to  the  GNES  to  make 
generous  contributions  to  local  gay 
organizations,”  Palmer  said. 

Noting  the  murder  of  San  Francisco 
city  supervisor  Harvey  Milk  [see  other 
story],  Palmer  said  that  contributions 
to  the  Switchboard  would  be  “particu¬ 
larly  appropriate”  if  made  in  Milk’s 
memory.  Milk  was  a  member  of  the 
GNES  National  Support  Committee. 

“Harvey  spoke  often  of  his  concern 
for  those  in  Middle  America  just 
coming  to  terms  with  their  gayness.  He 
saw  the  Switchboard  as  one  means  of 
combatting  lies  and  misinformation. 
Harvey  knew  well  that  getting  the  truth 
out  was  expensive,”  Palmer  said. 

Milk  Stated  Support 

In  one  of  his  last  interviews,  Milk 


called  on  people  to  contribute  to  the 
Switchboard.  He  stated  that  “.  .  .  it’s 
time  to  educate  the  gay  community 
that  it’s  no  good  having  a  lot  of  money 
if  you’re  in  jail  because  you’re  gay.” 

In  October  of  this  year,  Milk  stated, 
“The  need  for  a  network  of  services 
such  as  those  the  Gay  National  Educa¬ 
tional  Switchboard  provides  is  obvious 
to  me.  Since  my  election,  my  office  re¬ 
ceives  numerous  calls  and  letters  from 
across  the  country  from  people  needing 
support  and  someone  to  talk  to.” 

Callers  to  the  Gay  National  Educa¬ 
tional  Switchboard  are  now  automati¬ 
cally  referred  to  the  Pacific  Center 
Switchboard  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  That 
service  will  be  using  the  extensive  re¬ 
source  files  of  the  GNES. 


Boston  Conference  Addresses  Difficult  Topic  of  Man-Boy  Love 


by  Chris  Garten 

BOSTON  —  On  December  2,  150 
boys,  men  and  women  from  through¬ 
out  the  Northeast  and  from  Canada 
met  for  a  discussion  of  what  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  most  taboo  subject  in  North 
America:  sex  between  male  juveniles 
and  male  adults.  The  first  known  event 
of  its  kind  here,  the  conference  was 
organized  by  Tom  Reeves  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton/Boise  Committee  in  three  weeks  by 
word  of  mouth  and  xeroxed  invita¬ 
tions.  The  stated  purpose  of  the  con¬ 
ference  was  to  address  the  “practical 
problems  of  man-boy  lovers  rather 
than  scholarly  research  available  on  the 
subject.” 

The  invitation  stated:  “There  are 
thousands  of  men  and  boys  involved  in 
sexual  and  other  relationships  related 
to  sexual  identity  and  life  style,  in  the 
Boston  area  alone.  .  .  .  Many  of  the 
relationships  are  warm  and  loving, 
replacing  absent  support  from  hostile 
straight  families  and  cause  psycho¬ 
logical,  economic  and  political  oppres¬ 
sion  to  the  men  and  boys.  .  .  .  We  hope 
to  open  up  these  subjects  to  serious, 
thoughtful  discussion.  ...” 

Reeves  discussed  suffering  that  re¬ 
sults  from  most  people’s  ignorance  of 
and  negative  moral  and  political  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  the  subject.  He  cited  a  re¬ 
cent  survey  that  found  72%  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  think  sex  between  men  and  boys 
the  “worst  conceivable  crime.”  He 
said  that  the  Mass.  Dept,  of  Welfare 

Rights  Bills  Filed 

By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  The  annual  gay  rights 
bills  are  among  the  several  thousand 
pieces  of  legislation  filed  Wednesday 
with  the  House  Clerk  for  the  1979  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 
This  is  the  seventh  year  that  the  Legis¬ 
lature  has  considered  the  issue  of  gay 
rights. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  filed  the  legis¬ 
lative  package  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
26  other  legislators  from  across  the 
state,  as  well  as  a  half-dozen  other 
organizations.  The  Massachusetts  Cau¬ 
cus  for  Gay  Legislation  will  coordinate 
this  year’s  lobbying  effort  as  it  has  in 
the  past. 

Three  Bills 

The  first  bill,  which  is  identical  to 
legislation  Filed  in  the  past  three  ses¬ 
sions,  is  the  legislative  enactment  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court’s  actions  in  the 
Balthazar  (1974)  and  Scagliotti  (1977) 
decisions.  In  essence,  it  provides  for 
criminal  sanctions  only  against  sexual 
behavior  involving  adults 

when  the  sex  acts  are  either  in  public  or 
committed  by  force.  Private,  consen¬ 
sual  acts  of  adults  —  whether  homo¬ 
sexual  or  heterosexual  —  would  no 
longer  be  criminal. 


has  identified  110  men  who  are  single, 
never-married  foster  parents.  This 
agency,  Reeves  added,  is  systematically 
removing  the  children  from  these 
homes. 

Reeves  said  he  invited  Five  categories 
of  people  to  the  conference:  open  man- 
boy  lovers  (five  of  whom  present  had 
reportedly  been  incarcerated,  one  for 
17  years  for  having  sex  with  a  15-year- 
old  young  man);  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  straight  women  and  men  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  problems,  but  discreet 
enough,  said  Reeves,  not  to  endanger 
the  privacy  of  any  of  the  open  man-boy 
lovers;  lawyers  involved  with  man-boy 
love  cases;  social  service  workers  and 
“mental  health  professionals”  who 
deal  with  man-boy  problems;  and 
clergy. 

Of  the  law,  psychiatry,  and  religion, 
Reeves  noted  that  since  these  are  the 
three  “official”  arms  of  the  system 
which  oppress  man-boy  lovers,  he 
wanted  their  representatives  to  learn 
more  about  the  subject  from  boy  lovers 
themselves. 

The  day  consisted  of  three,  two-hour 
long  panel  workshops.  The  first,  “Psy¬ 
chological  Aspects  of  Man-Boy  Love,” 
was  led  by  Dr.  Richard  Pillard,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Psycho-Pharmocology  at  Boston 
University.  Dr.  Pillard  told  of  a  rela¬ 
tionship  between  an  11 -year-old  boy 
and  a  man  who  was  close  to  the  boy’s 
mother.  When  the  mother  discovered 
the  relationship,  the  man  simply  left. 

for  Next  Session 

The  second  bill  concerns  public  em¬ 
ployment  discrimination.  Entitled  “An 
Act  Defining  the  Right  to  Work  on  An 
Equal  Basis  in  Public  Employment,” 
(a  new  title  from  previous  years),  it 
offers  anti-discrimination  provisions  in 
civil  service  (state  and  municipal)  em¬ 
ployment  policies.  It  is  this  narrow 
piece  of  legislation  which  has  gone  the 
furthest  in  prior  years. 

The  final  bill  expands  the  charter  of 
the  Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  to  include  the  term 
“sexual  and  affectional  preference” 
wherever  race,  religion,  national  an¬ 
cestry,  etc.,  now  currently  appear.  This 
would  protect  gays  in  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  public  accommodations,  credit, 
and  the  sale  of  insurance. 

A  major  difference  between  this 
year’s  anti-discrimination  bills  and 
those  of  prior  years  is  the  use  of  the 
term  “sexual  or  affectional  prefer¬ 
ence”  instead  of  “sexual  orientation” 
or  “sexual  preference.”  The  new 
wording  was  developed  in  light  of 
municipal  anti-discrimination  ordin¬ 
ances  enacted  in  other  jurisdictions 
using  the  same  term.  The  point  has 
been  that  some  gays  are  not  discrimin- 


Dr.  Pillard  said  the  fact  that  no  charges 
were  involved  saved  everyone,  especial¬ 
ly  the  boy,  who,  said  Pillard,  would 
have  been  harmed  by  any  court  inter¬ 
ference. 

The  panel  members  made  the  obser¬ 
vations  that  in  many  cultures  sex,  as 
well  as  child  sex,  is  considered  healthy, 
allowing  for  beneficial  ties  between 
men  and  boys.  Reeves  said  that  since 
he  came  out  as  a  boy  lover  about  a  year 
ago,  he  has  been  contacted  by  over  500 
men  saying  they  too  were  boy  lovers. 

Nick  Kelly,  a  16-year-old,  told  the 
conference,  “I  want  you  to  know,  I 
don’t  think  anyone  should  care  if  I 
want  to  have  a  relationship  with  an 
older  man.” 

In  response  to  a  question  about  men 
who  might  exploit  children,  conference 
organizer  Reeves  noted  psychological, 
rather  than  age,  maturity  issues,  and 
advised  that  the  younger  the  boy,  the 
more  protection  he  needed.  Parents 
and  social  workers,  he  said,  often  harm 
children.  In  Reeves’  stated  experience, 
man-boy  relationships  do  not  alter  the 
boy’s  sexual  orientation,  but  may 
change  his  life  style. 

New  York  activist  and  writer  David 
Thorstad  began  the  second  workshop, 
“Ethics  and  Politics  of  Man-Boy 
Love.”  “Children  in  this  society  have 
no  rights  whatsoever,  particularly  over 
use  of  their  bodies,”  Thorstad  said. 

Don,  a  social  service  worker  with  a 
religious  organization,  said  he  would 

of  Massachusetts 

ated  against  for  committing  sexual 
acts,  but  merely  for  their  affectional 
preferences. 

Prospects  for  Passage 

The  Legislature,  particularly  the 
House,  is  expected  to  be  quite  different 
in  the  1979  session  than  it  was  in  prior 
years.  The  House  has  been  reduced  in 
size  from  240  to  160  members,  some¬ 
thing  which  will  probably  tend  to  make 
its  members  less  parochial.  With  re- 
districting’s  intrafighting  now  behind 
it,  the  House  is  also  expected  to  be 
somewhat  less  reactionary  than  it  was 
last  year,  when  many  legislators  in 
tough  re-election  fights  actually  re¬ 
versed  their  votes  on  gay  rights. 

Two  of  the  most  vociferous  gay 
rights  opponents.  Reps.  Thomas  Lopes 
and  Edward  Coury  (both  Democrats 
from  New  Bedford)  were  defeated  in 
this  year’s  elections,  although  some  of 
the  most  memorable  opponents  — 
Rep.  Marie  Howe  (D-Somerville)  and 
Rep.  Philip  Shea  (D-Lowell)  —  re¬ 
main.  Howe,  in  fact,  engaged  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  attack  on  a  gay  lobbyist  last 
Monday  when  that  person  merely  said 
hello;  it  was  unsurprising  behavior  for 
a  legislator  who  was  once  arrested  for 


be  fired  immediately  if  his  employer 
had  discovered  he  had  been  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  conference.  He  out¬ 
lined  some  problems  he  has  experi¬ 
enced  in  10  years  of  boy-love. 

Richie,  a  young  man  on  the  panel, 
said  he  started  “looking  for  men” 
when  he  was  nine  years  old.  He  noted 
that  his  movie  theatre  hustling  was  the 
only  way  he  knew  to  have  sex  with 
men.  “Men  had  something  I  didn’t 
have,  experience  and  knowledge  on 
many  levels.  Now  I’m  attracted  to  boys 
younger  than  myself.  We  should  teach 
boys  to  reject  Judeo-Christian  ethics,” 
Richie  said.  He  pointed  to  the  clergy  on 
the  panel,  adding,  “Your  preaching  is 
oppressing  us  as  gays.” 

Ed  Mede,  one  of  the  defendants  in 
the  so-called  “Revere  Case”  in  which  a 
number  of  men  are  accused  of  having 
sex  with  minors,  told  the  panel  he 
could  not  understand  why  the  clergy 
assumes  all  people  are  Christian.  “I  am 
a  free- loving,  gay  Buddhist,”  Mede 
said.  “I  am  a  lovable  guy.  If  society 
really  wants  to  indict  the  child  moles¬ 
ters,  they  should  go  after  the  drug 
companies  and  Wall  Street,  which 
represent  real  dangers  to  young  men.” 

The  final  workshop  on  the  law,  sub¬ 
titled  “Age  of  Consent  and  Sexual 
Rights  of  Minors  and  Adults,”  began 
with  Boston/Boise  Committee  counsel 
John  Ward’s  quoting  activist  Flo  Ken¬ 
nedy,  “Nobody  ever  died  from  a  blow- 
job.”  Continued  on  Page  13 

Legislature 

biting  a  police  officer’s  finger. 

The  Senate  will  probably  be  more 
conservative,  however,  with  the 
absence  of  Senate  President  Kevin  B. 
Harrington  (D-Salem)  and  Ways  & 
Means  Chairperson  James  a-  Kelly  (D- 
Oxford)  The  new  Senate  president, 
Sen.  William  M.  Bulger  (D-South 
Boston),  is  an  arch-conservative  who 
has  consistently  voted  against  gay  civil 
rights,  although  gay  lobbyists  are  re¬ 
taining  some  hope  that  he  could  be 
influenced  by  the  vast  numbers  of  gay 
constituents  he  has  in  his  district, 
which  includes  Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill, 
and  Allston. 

The  New  Governor 

This  year’s  most  concerted  gay 
effort,  however,  may  not  be  in  the 
legislature,  but  in  the  governor’s 
office.  Gov. -elect  Edward  J.  King, 
through  a  spokesperson,  told  GCN  last 
month  that  he  supported  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  all  regardless  of  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.  Some  pro-King  campaign  liter¬ 
ature,  though,  attacked  his  Republican 
opponent  for  supporting  gay  rights. 
Outgoing  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  played  an 
active  role  in  King’s  campaign,  and 

Continued  on  Page  7 


Page  4  • 


Gay  Community  News,  December  16,  1978 


goy 

community 

news 


THE  GAY  WEEKLY 


Volume  6,  Number  21 
December  16,  1978 

22  Bromfield  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02108 
(617)  426-4469 


Managing  Editor 

Richard  Burns 

News  Editor 

Jim  Marko 

Features  Editor 

Amy  Hoffman 

Circulation 

Jill  Clark 

Office  Mgr./Bkkpr. 

John  Graczak 

Editorial  Consultant 

David  P.  Brill 

Classifieds 

Nancy  Walker 

Art  Director 

Reg  Taylor 

Distribution 

Barbara  Cischke 
Chris  Guilfoy 

Business  Manager 

Roberta  Stone 

Photography  Mgr. 

Tim  Grant 

Advertising  Mgr. 
Associate 

Mark  Zimmerman 

Advertising  Mgr. 

Lucy  Miner 

Ad  Representatives 

Kim  Mohr 

Melody  Foti 

Promotions  Mgr. 

David  Peterson 

Copy  Editor 

Gordon  Gottlieb 

Typesetting 

Xanadu  Graphics  Inc 

News  Staff 

Tom  Hurley 

Harold  Pickett 

Nancy  Wechsler 

Dai  Thompson 

Nick  Olcott 

Tony  Domenick 

Kathy  Travers 

Philip  Shehadi 

Features  Staff 

Paula  Bennett 

John  Kyper 

Lorraine  Bethel 

Mitzel 

Michael  Bronski 

Bill  Mulkem 

Dave  Drolet 

Lisa  Nussbaum 

Rachel  Weil 

Jeff  Ruda 

Mel  Frankel 

Harry  Seng 

Linda  Jacobson 

Cindy  Stein 

Rudy  Kikel 

Tony  Vitale 

Eric  Rofes 

Carl  W.ittman 

Layout  and  Illustration 

Staff 

David  Becker 

Rick  Hiltegas  i 

Doug  Barry 

Mike  Riegle 

Bruce  Crooker 

Ken  Westhassel 

Photographers 

Jane  Motley 

Ken  Rabb 

Don  C.  Hanover  III 

Eric  Roth 

Bettye  Lanp 

Michael  Thompson 

Promotions 

Don  Barrett 

Mel  Horne 

Peter  Martin 

Indexer 

Charles  Ash 

Microfilm  Promotions 

Dee  Michel 

Bulk  Distribution 

Ray  Hopkins 

FORUM 


We  Are  All  Gays 

By  Doug  Ireland 

When  they  came  for  the  trade  unionists,  I  wasn’t  one; 
when  they  came  for  the  Jews,  I  wasn’t  a  Jew;  and  when  they 
came  for  me,  it  was  too  late.  Pastor  Martin  Niemoller 

Harvey  Milk  was  not  the  only  leader  of  San  Francisco’s 
gay  community  who  was  worried  about  violence.  Any  homo¬ 
sexual  who  lived  through  the  campaign  of  hate  on  behalf  of  the 
anti-gay  Proposition  6  had  good  reason  to  be  afraid.  It  was, 
after  all,  just  after  Anita  Bryant  nailed  us  to  her  cross  down  in 
Dade  County  one  year  ago  that  a  gang  of  young  toughs  stabbed 
a  San  Francisco  faggot  to  death  while  shouting,  “This  one’s 
for  Anita.’’  The  Briggs  witch  hunt  did  more  than  deny  us  our 
civil  rights:  It  gave  legitimacy  to  the  idea  of  a  campaign  of 
terror  against  homosexuals. 

What  Harvey  Milk  had  been  saying  to  his  friends  in  the 
weeks  since  the  election  was  a  simple,  obvious  truth:  The 
significance  of  the  Briggs  Initiative  was  not  that  it  was  de¬ 
feated,  but  that  so  many  voted  for  it.  And  now  that  hatred, 
unleashed,  has  assassinated  the  man  who  saw  violence  coming, 
claiming  as  well  Mayor  George  Moscone,  as  good  a  friend  as 
gay  people  have  had  in  this  country. 

“The  subject  of  homosexuality  is  very  ordinary,”  says  the 
lesbian  poet  Judy  Grahn,  “It’s  the  question  of  homophobia 
that  makes  everybody  angry.”  And  no  matter  what  immediate 
derangement  impelled  the  hand  that  pulled  the  trigger,  Harvey 
Milk  was  killed  by  the  disease  of  homophobia. 

The  genocidal  symbolism  of  Milk’s  slaughter  by  Dan 
White  is  not  lost  to  the  gays  of  San  Francisco.  Dan  White  ws 
their  Matty  Troy:  an  ex-cop  who  once  had  supported  gay  civil 
rights  until  he  discovered  that  fag-baiting  was  a  more  profit¬ 
able  political  course.  His  election  as  Supervisor  was  achieved 
by  a  know-nothing  appeal  to  the  meanest  impulses  of  his 
frustrated  working  class  constituents.  And  the  violent  tonalities 
of  his  anti-gay  rhetoric  led  him  to  clash  frequently  with  Super¬ 
visor  Milk,  the  most  prominent  gay  elected  official  in  the 
country  to  win  office  without  hiding  his  affectional  preference 
in  the  closet. 


In  times  of  social  and  economic  disloction,  minorities  are 
easy  scapegoats  for  people’s  fear  and  frustration.  We  homo¬ 
sexuals  know  all  too  well  how  campaigns  of  bigotry  can  lead  to 
genocide:  at  least  half  a  million  gays  burned  in  Adolf  Hitler’s 
ovens.  The  Jews  had  their  yellow  Star  of  David.  The  political 
prisoners  in  Hitler’s  camps,  a  Red  Triangle.  The  homosexuals, 
rounded  up  as  a  class,  wore  a  Pink  Triangle  as  they  waited  to 
go  into  the  furnaces. 

The  media,  of  course,  will  ignore  this  large  meaning  of  the 
San  Francisco  tragedy.  CBS  set  the  general  tone  on  Monday 
night  in  a  snide  analysis  of  Milk  by  Richard  Threlkeld  dripping 
with  homophobiaThrelkeld  termed  him  “admittedly”  gay  and 
explained  his  election  with  the  comment  that  San  Francisco 
politics  has  always  been  “eccentric.” 

Homophobia  is  a  disease  that,  like  anti-Semitism,  is  also  a 
political  movement.  Dan  O’Horgan,  the  new  executive  director 
of  the  Democratic  National  Committee,  recently  told  me  that 
the  three  issues  which  produce  the  most  money  from  right-wing 
and  Republican  fundraising  mailings  are  guns,  gays  and 
abortions.  It’s  time  for  that  Pastor  Neimoller  quote  again. 

When  we  homosexuals  express  our  anger,  it  is  considered 
hysterical  or,  at  best,  uncivilized.  We  must  unleash  our  anger, 
we  homosexuals,  and  liberate  ourselves  from  coded  speech  that 
hides  our  true  understanding  of  this  culture.  In  the  words  of 
the  gay  German  filmmaker  Rosa  von  Praunheim,  it  is  not  the 
homosexual  who  is  perverse,  but  the  socity  in  which  he  lives. 

The  darker  impulses  of  the  spirit  have  been  unleashed 
here,  in  New  York  City,  with  the  seventh  defeat  in  seven  years 
of  our  civil  rights.  At  the  demonstrations  after  the  bill’s  defeat, 
police  harassment,  verbal  and  physical,  of  gays  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  was  rampant.  Even  Councilmember  Ruth  Messinger 
was  manhandled.  The  blood  from  the  beatings  of  gays  in  the 
Central  Park  Ramble  this  summer  is  hardly  dry.  And  on  53 
Street  the  other  night,  fresh  blood  flowed  from  the  heads  of 
young  homosexual  prostitutes  who  were  needlessly oeaten  by 
our  city’s  police. 

This  is  the  lesson  to  learn  from  the  assassination  of  Harvey 
Milk  (whom  our  mayor  did  not  see  fit  to  mention  in  his 
statement  after  the  shootings).  As  James  Baldwin  and  the  black 
intellectuals  told  Attorney  General  Robert  Kennedy  in  1962: 
“Don’t  tell  me  not  to  be  angry.  My  people  are  dying.” 
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an  education, 
of  sorts 

Dear  GCN, 

For  several  years  a  very  attractive  young  man 
has  worked  at  the  desk  next  to  me.  Jack  is  into 
weightlifting  and  jogging.  Recently  he  ran  a 
marathon  and  this  summer  won  our  office  tennis 
tournament. 

Jack  boasted  a  heavy  band  wedding  ring.  Like 
others  in  the  office,  I  supposed  such  an  eligible 
man  was  married  and  probably  had  a  family. 

After  the  rumpus  caused  by  that  religious 
bigot  in  Miami  and  the  terrible  campaign  by  that 
ignorant  senator  in  California,  everyone  in  our 
office  began  discussing  gay  people.  One  day,  in 
an  intimate  conversation,  Jack  informed  me  that 
he  was  gay.  At  first  1  thought  he  was  joking.  But 
later  he  told  me  and  others  in  the  office  that  he 
had  always  been  gay  and  was  proud  to  admit  it. 

Two  weeks  before  Thanksgiving  Day,  I  invited 
Jack  to  have  dinner  with  my  husband  and  me  as 
we  were  having  a  small  party. 

As  always  we  told  our  single  friends  to  bring  a 
date.  I  asked  my  husband  what  we  should  do 
about  Jack.  His  reply  was  that  we  always  trusted 
our  friends  to  make  a  good  choice,  sight  unseen, 
so  why  shouldn’t  we  trust  our  gay  guest  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  same  good  judgment? 

A  few  minutes  before  dinner,  my  husband  an¬ 
swered  the  bell  and  ushered  in  Jack  and  a  very 
handsome,  distinguished,  well-groomed  man 
about  twenty  years  older  than  Jack.  They  are 
lovers,  and  have  lived  together  for  eight  years. 

They  mixed  in  with  other  guests  as  both  were 
well-informed  in  current  events  and  sports. 

It  turned  out  that  Jack’s  lover  had  been  a  flier 
in  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  had  two  college  degrees 
and  is  a  highly  respected  engineer  whom  we  have 
seen  on  T.V.  in  the  last  few  months. 

The  party  went  off  with  a  bang!  Everyone  had 
fun  including  our  two  gay  friends  who  really  had 
more  to  offer  than  many  of  our  straight  friends. 
Several  friends,  both  male  and  female,  have 
phoned  since  the  party  to  ask  who  the  enjoyable 
men  were  and  why  hadn’t  we  invited  them 
before. 

My  husband  and  I  have  found  out  that  gay 
people  are  just  like  everyone  else.  We  sincerely 
hope  other  straight  people  will  learn  this  lesson. 

Lovingly  yours, 

Molly  O’Brien 
South  Boston,  MA 


for  the  record 

Editors: 

You  appear  to  have  a  somewhat  lopsided  pic¬ 
ture  of  politics  etc.  in  California. 

Sixty  percent  of  our  population  is  in  Southern 
California.  Which  means  that  the  bulk  of  the 
vote  which  went  to  turn  down  Proposition  6 
came  from  the  Los  Angeles  County,  Orange 
County  and  San  Diego  areas.  More  complete 
breakdowns  are  not  available  to  me,  but  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  vote  in  the  rural  counties  — •  and  the 
northern  part  of  the  state  is  predominantly  rural 
in  nature  —  was  not  as  much  in  our  favor. 

I  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the  15%  vote  in 
the  city  of  San  Francisco,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  the  City  (which  I  dearly  love,  so  this  remark 
is  not  made  in  pique)  has  600,000  residents,  while 
Los  Angeles  County  has  something  more  than 
6,000,000  or  more  than  ten  times  that  amount. 
Thus,  the  lesser  59  Wo  recorded  for  Los  Angeles 
unquestionably  had  more  effect  on  the  final 
totals. 

On  top  of  this,  the  probability  is  that  most  of 
the  money  raised  in  Southern  California,  and  the 
public  relations  firm  (Mixner  &  Scott)  which  was 
charged  with  the  basic  responsibility  for  the 
media,  advertising  and  political  aspects  of  the 
campaign  (it  was  no  accident  that  Reagan  and 
Brown  came  out  in  our  favor)  is  a  Southern  Cal¬ 
ifornia  firm. 

Despite  this,  you  datelined  your  story  “San 
Francisco”  and  devoted  almost  five  column 
inches  to  San  Francisco  with  only  a  little  less  than 
an  inch  to  Los  Angeles. 

This,  I  submit,  is  bad  reporting.  There  were  a 
couple  of  headliners  in  San  Francisco  (Matlovich 
and  Berner)  but  the  bulk  of  the  work  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  results  was  done  down  here.  Not  only 
was  your  coverage  lopsided  (bad  reporting),  but 
it  was  unfair  as  well.  Your  throwaway  line  (In 
Los  Angeles  the  victory  was  much  the  same)  will 
leave  readers  with  the  impression  that  L.A.  is  a 
backwater,  which  it  is  not.  Dateline  the  story 
wherever  you  want,  but  let  the  story  provide 
statewide  rather  than  lopsided  coverage. 

Sincerely, 

Russell  Hunter 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


prejudice  no  guide 

Dear  GCN: 

Prior  to  offering  a  criticism,  I  must  compli¬ 
ment  your  paper,  which  almost  always  is  a  com¬ 
munication  that  maintains  excellent  standards 
under  oftentimes  incredibly  adverse  circum¬ 
stances. 

In  reference  to  your  November  25,  1978  issue, 
and  the  article  entitled  “Out  of  the  Closets  & 
Into  the  Booths”,  it  was  most  disappointing  to 
read  of  the  motto  “let  your  prejudices  be  your 
guide”.  Though  this  is  the  attitude  of  the  average 
voter,  we  as  gay  people  are  not  average.  It  is  this 
prejudicial  thought  process  that  we  are  trying  so 
desperately  to  eliminate. 

I  don’t  believe  that  we  can  afford  to  use  such 
rhetoric  if  we  are  to  truly  move  forward.  Within 
the  confines  of  an  already  oppressive  and  often¬ 
times  prejudicial  society,  it  is  important  that  we 
avoid  these  bad  habits  ourselves. 

Sincerely, 

David  G.  Bryant 
San  Francisco,  CA 

P.S.  No  relation  to  Anita. 


ahead  of  its  time 

Dear  GCN, 

Congratulations  to  the  people  who  brought 
together  for  the  first  time  the  conference  on 
Man/Boy  Love  and  the  Age  of  Consent!  Ironi¬ 
cally,  and  perhaps  unknown  to  any  other  partici¬ 
pant,  the  conference  took  placeJOO  years  after 
the  publication  of  a  remarkable  (for  its  time) 
book:  Ueber  Geschlechtsfreiheit  (On  Sexual 
Freedom),  by  Dr.  Roderick  Hellmann,  Berlin, 
1878.  The  basic  principles  of  this  book,  which  is 
subtitled  ‘A  philosophical  essay  toward  the  rais¬ 
ing  of  human  happiness,”  were  echoed  at  the 
conference.  For  example,  we  find  on  pages 
221-222:  “As  soon  as  puberty  has  appeared,  the 
sexual  parts  may  be  engaged  in  an  appropriate 
amount  of  activity,  and  persons  of  both  sexes  are 
from  then  on  to  be  allowed  to  enjoy  any  kind  of 
sexual  pleasure,  so  long  as,  first,  health  is  not 
harmed,  second,  the  sexual  pleasure  is  non-re- 
productive,  and  third,  the  participating  persons 
consent.” 

The  whole  book  is  very  progressive  for  its 
time.  Where  else,  for  example,  does  one  find  in 
the  literature  of  the  19th  century  not  only  a  des¬ 
cription  of  the  appearance  and  odor  of  semen, 
but  even  of  its  taste,  which  is,  “according  to 
some,  of  a  sharp,  bitter  taste,  and  to  others,  of  a 
taste  which  is  reminiscent  of  thickish  oatmeal 
gruel  and  is  by  no  means  unpleasant”  (p.179)? 

I  have  been  unable  to  further  identify  the 
author  of  this  book  and  would  welcome  any  in¬ 
formation.  Please  write  to  me  at:  33  Huxley 
Avenue,  Providence,  RI  02908. 

Hubert  Kennedy 
Providence,  RI 
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SPEAKING  OUT 

In  Memoriam 

By  John  Paul  Hudson 

As  the  gay  community  of  this  country  mourns  the  slaying  of  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  member  Harvey  Milk  —  allegedly  by  an  avowed  homoeroti- 
phobe  whose  vote  against  the  liberal  gay  rights  legislation  in  Gaydom’s  Queen  City 
ws  the  sole  opposition  among  Board  members  last  year  —  it  is  important  to  mourn 
our  brother  as  he  was.  Not  as  the  straight  press  and  the  straight-oriented  commer¬ 
cial  gay  press  have  described  or  will  describe  him.  Not  just  as  a  “liberal  Democrat 
(who)  campaigned,”  according  to  the  New  York  Times  (Nov.  27),  “on  a  broad 
platform  that  embraced  expanded  child  care  facilities,  free  municipal  transporta¬ 
tion,  low-rent  housing  and  a  civilian  police-review  board,  rather  than  (on)  the  issue 
of  homosexual  rights.”  Because  many  dykes  and  faggots  from  the  Bay  Area  to  the 
Ultimate  Island  of  Manhattan  remember  feisty  Harvey  otherwise,  and  recall  the 
substance  of  his  three  campaigns  to  become  part  of  the  governing  board  in  San 
Francisco  as  being  gay  issue-oriented  all  the  way! 

We  also  know  Flarvey  identified  himself  as  a  “left-winger,”  and  that,  too, 
ought  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  would  claim  him  as  “one  of  us.”  For  the 
hysterical,  homoerotiphobic  ire  which  has  been  building  up,  in  the  form  of 
rejection  via  referenda,  as  well  as  in  acts  of  violence  against  individuals  (Robert 
Hillsborough  in  San  Francisco,  Richard  Heakin  in  Tucson,  in  ’77),  is  principally 
focused  now  on  gay  radicals,  socialists,  communists,  prison  activists,  and  other 
not-so-easily-categorized  mavericks  of  the  Lavender  Left.  These  present-day 
whipping  boys  are  our  true,  risk-taking  heroes  and  heroines,  and  they  deserve  their 
full  recognition  and  honor.  The  tidy  Gaycrats,  conformists  and  ostensibly  com¬ 
fortable  Closet  Queens  of  our  land  do  not  generally  arouse  the  same  kind  of 
concentrated  fear  and  loathing  as  do  those  who  are  blatant,  flagrant,  and 
underdog-defending  —  as  was  Harvey  Milk.  We  who  applauded  his  efforts  to 
introduce  his  then  lover  to  the  audience  when  the  Board  was  sworn  in,  after  having 
watched  him  tenaciously  campaign  for  office  as  an  admitted  gaymale  from  1975 
onward,  also  recall  that  Harvey  was  not  the  choice  of  the  Northern  California  self- 
proclaimed  gay  power-brokers  —  David  Goodstein,  publisher  of  The  Advocate ; 
politico  Jim  Foster,  the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Democratic  Club,  all  part  of  the  national 
Gaycrat  and  Gay  Capitalist  axis  that  includes  Seattle’s  Dorian  Group,  the  New 
York  Gay  Task  Force,  ex-Massachusetts  State  Senator  Elaine  Noble,  and  other 
well-known  Gay  Civil  Rights  accommodationists.  Rather,  in  ’77,  Goodstein  and 
Company  supported  “cautious,  careful”  (his  own  words)  lawyer  Rick  Stokes  (who 
so  poignantly  revealed  the  details  of  his  incarceration  for  mental  illness  in  a  moving 
segment  of  the  gay  documentary,  Word  Is  Out).  After  Harvey’s  election,  however, 
Goodstein  hopped  on  the  Milkwagon  —  in  the  “Great  American  Tradition”  of 
about-facing  when  the  campaign  dust  has  settled. 

Contacts  in  San  Francisco  insist  that  Harvey  did  not  accept  the  Goodstein 
courtship,  but  remained  “true  to  the  persons  and  ideals  that  elected  him”  —  a 
remarkable  feat  in  itself,  as  successful  vote  collectors  are  notoriously  susceptible  to 
the  time-honored  prerogative  of  spoils  gathering. 

Once  a  Wall  Street  financial  analyst,  Harvey  at  the  time  of  his  big  win  owned  a 
C?  tro  Street  camera  store,  and  described  himself  as  something  quite  other  than  a 
confirmed  Gay  Capitalist  in  an  interview  appearing  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  just 
before  his  historic  victory  (Nov.  1 ,  1977).  He  said: 

“We  don’t  want  sympathetic  liberals,  we  want  gays  to  represent  gays.  Alice 
(B.  Toklas  Democratic  Club)  is  controlled  by  Jim  Foster,  but  the  vote  can’t  be 
delivered.  There  are  gay  capitalists  and  gay  socialists.  I  represent  the  gay  street 
people,  the  14-year-old  runaway  kid  from  San  Antonio.  They  go  to  the  bars 
because  the  churches  are  hostile.  They  need  hope.  A  piece  of  the  pie.  I’m  a  left¬ 
winger,  a  street  person.  Most  gays  are  politically  conservative.  All  the  gay  money  is 
still  supporting  the  Republicans  except  on  the  gayness  thing,  so  I  say,  ‘Gay  for 
Gay.’  That’s  my  issue.  That’s  the  big  one.” 

I  wrote  to  Harvey  to  congratulate  him  on  the  way  he  got  himself  elected.  At 
the  same  time  I  disagreed  with  his  evaluation  of  “most  gays  (as)  politically  con¬ 
servative.”  I  insisted  that  they  are  “apolitical,  and  for  two  reasons.”  The  first  was 
that  they  had  been  made  to  feel  outside  the  electoral  process  because,  as  office 
seekers,  a  homosexualist  has  traditionally  been  obliged  to  hide  his/her  orientation 
—  Adlai  Stevenson  being  the  most  noted  example  —  and,  as  voters,  because  of 
their  criminal  status  within  the  society,  they  feel  a  sense  of  being  disenfranchised 
anyway.  They  are  not  an  “ethnic”  group  with  has  systematically  been  appealed  to, 
outside  San  Francisco  where  there  is  thought  to  be  an  unusually  high  percentage  of 
them  in  the  population.  So,  in  most  places,  they  just  don’t  take  to  politics  at  all, 
most  of  them. 

The  second  reason  I  gave  now  has  chilling  validity:  “They  are  afraid  of 
reprisals  if  they  parallel  their  unorthodox,  controversial  sexual  and  affectional 
lives  with  unorthodox,  controversial  political  alignment.  A  commie  queer  has  to 
watch  out  more  carefully  for  his  actual  physical  safety  than  the  person  who  is 
hiding  behind  a  big  corporation  desk  and  who  is  registered  as  a  Democrat  or 
Republican.” 

Then  I  concluded  with,  “Gays,  once  politicized,  are  potentially  subversive  as 
hell,  Harvey,  and  the  outpouring  following  the  Dade  County  defeat  (the  first  one, 
having  occurred  that  previous  June)  shows  that,  riled  because  they’d  become  well- 
informed  about  their  oppression,  for  a  change,  they  could  quickly  grow  thorough¬ 
ly  disillusioned  with  the  system.  Disillusionment  can  result  in  politicization  as 
easily  as  it  can  in  apathy  and  indifference.  It  is  the  job  of  strategically  placed 
persons  like  yourself  to  appeal  to  discontent,  to  employ  anti-gay  events  toward  the 
arousal  of  discontent  and,  above  all,  to  stay  discontented  yourself.  A  complacent 
gay  office-holder  is  no  more  useful  to  the  advancement  of  Gay  Liberation  than  a 
straight  one.  San  Francisco  might  as  well  have  Stokes  —  who  said  in  the  Times 
piece,  you  will  recall,  ‘I’m  a  professional  man  who  happens  to  be  gay’  —  meaning 
that  gayness  comes  second  to  him,  and  that’s  trouble.  Dykes  and  fags  are  where 
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they  are  because  they  refuse  to  recognize  that  their  homosexual  drive  is  a  central 
force  that  affects  every  pore  of  their  being,  every  decision,  and  every  attitude.  You 
seem  to  know  it  and  are  willing  to  say  it,  and  many  of  us  pray  you  won’t  lose  sight 
of  it.” 

Left-winger  Harvey  Milk  did  not  forget.  Anticipating  possible  assassination 
of  a  boat-rocking  gaymale  (as  have  many  of  us  who  have  faced  large  crowds  out  in 
the  open  from  a  gay  podium,  or  who  have  taken  an  unpopular  stand),  he  left  a 
recorded  message  to  be  released  in  such  event.  It  urged,  in  part,  “I  can  only  hope 
that  .  .  .  hundreds  will  step  forward,  so  that  gay  doctors  will  come  out,  the  gay 
lawyers,  gay  judges,  gay  bankers,  gay  architects.  I  hope  that  every  professional 
would  just  say,  ‘Enough!,’  come  forward  and  tell  everybody,  wear  a  sign,  let  the 
world  know.  Maybe  that  will  help.” 

Harvey  realized  that  the  gay  bourgeoisie  —  which  “has  so  much  to  lose” 
materially  by  being  found  out  or  declaring  —  is.  the  key  to  helping  create  a  safer 
climate  in  which  the  gay  poor  can  come  out  without  losing  jobs  and  shelters.  Then 
the  celebrity  and  upperclass  gays  might  follow  suit  —  instead  of  leading  the  way  as 
one  might  expect  them  to  do  because  of  their  advantaged  positions.  (The  coming 
out  of  these  is  not  as  keenly  sought  by  Gay  Liberationists  as  it  once  was;  the  day  of 
relying  on  “validation”  of  gayness  by  prominent  people  seems  over,  seeing  how 
ineffective  the  Sheridan  Square  star  billboard  campaign  in  behalf  of  New  York’s 
Intro  384  was  this  fall,  and  considering  how  inconsequential  have  been  the 
“endorsements”  of  our  culture  by  a  host  of  major  and  minor  publicity-seeking 
luminaries  published  in  The  Advocate  over  the  past  five  years.  “Validation”  must 
come  dyke  by  dyke  and  fag  by  fag,  first  inside  each  head  and  heart;  support  in  this 
process  by  key  professional  people  can  indeed  be  helpful.  For  one  thing,  they 
control  a  lot  of  money,  and  they  have  community  clout  that  can  affect  rank-and- 
file  homosexualists  close  to  home.)  Harvey  obviously  did  not  take  The  Advocate 
tack  which  in  its  coast-to-coast  campaign  for  subscribers  has  been  “Now  you  can 
come  out  without  having  to  leave  the  house.”  Nor  was  he  a  moderate  like  the  soft- 
spoken  Task  Force  folks,  who  count  on  the  flow  of  money  from  ever-closeted 
professionals  in  order  to  meet  their  quarter-of-a-million-dollars  annual  budget. 
Novelist  Herb  Gold  referred  (L.A.  Times,  again)  to  Harvey  as  a  “hard-liner”  and 
“right  on.”  Old-timey,  revolutionary-sounding  words,  but  appropriate. 

Considering  the  Harvey  Milk  record,  his  expressed  political  views,  and  his 
popularity  among  gay  left-wingers  in  the  Bay  Area,  it  would  be  fitting  therefore  to 
don  not  a  black  band,  but  lavender  and  red;  to  encourage,  in  Harvey’s  memory, 
the  daring,  indomitable,  creative  assailants  of  the  establishment  who  remain 
behind,  anxious  now  after  his  shocking  murder  and  perhaps  faltering  in  their 
resolve  to  change  the  system  peacefully  inside-out.  If  Harvey  is  enshrined  falsely  as 
a  member  of  the  property  party  without  qualification,  as  another  patsy  of  the 
powerarchy,  his  martyrdom  will  have  been  entirely  misunderstood,  and  it  will 
come  to  be  misused  by  those  who  would  m^ntain  the  status  quo.  That  status  quo, 
which  includes  terrorism,  violent  homoerotiphobia,  and  the  lust  for  genocide 
against  homosexualists,  will  continue  as  long  as  persons  with  rightist  leanings 
speak  for  gays  and  the  memory  of  those  who  weren’t  rightist  at  all  is  appropriated 
to  be  lionized  as  such  by  those  who  wish  they  had  been! 

Media  Lies 

By  Tim  Cwiek 

Gays  must  learn  from  some  of  the  slanted  journalism  that  has  been  directed 
against  San  Francisco  recently. 

First  the  Guyana  murders,  and  one  national  news  network  calls  in  the  ACLU 
to  question  that  group  about  the  massacre.  They  bait  the  ACLU  representative  into 
saying  arbitrary  investigations  into  all  organized  religions  would  be  a  breach  of 
civil  liberties.  Just  the  thing.  I’m  sure,  that  redneck  people  flushed  with  rage 
against  the  People’s  Temple,  want  to  hear  in  order  to  blame  those  pinko-liberal- 
commies. 

Then  comes  the  horrifying  dual-slayings  of  George  Moscone  and  Harvey 
Milk.  Once  again  some  columnists  seek  to  blame  that  city  of  “misfits”  for  the 
tragic  events  —  writing  about  the  “kooks,  fruits  and  nuts”  that  freely  roam  the 
liberal  town.  I  can  just  hear  the  right-wingers  now.  “See,  that’s  what  they  get  for 
letting  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  break  loose.” 

I  was  particularly  angered  because  NBC  news  did  not  even  announce  that  Milk 
was  gay  or  a  supporter  of  gay-rights  during  their  broadcast  the  evening  of  his 
death,  although  they  outlined  Moscone’s  political  career.  They  also  interviewed  a 
San  Franciscan  who  said,  “Yes,  this  city  is  filled  with  lots  of  sick  people  and  you 
have  to  be  careful,  but  .  .  .”  The  station  cut  him  off.  I  wonder  what  NBC  didn’t 
want  us  to  hear? 

NBC  did  not  mention  that  the  40,000  paraders  who  mourned  the  killings  were 
organized  by  gays,  or  that  it  was  two  gay  men  who  placed  the  much-photographed 
wreath  on  the  steps  of  city  Hall  mourning  Milk’s  passing. 

So  it  is  the  same  old  story  of  gays  being  blamed  for  heterosexual  insanities. 
They  want  to  make  us  look  like  the  bad  guys,  when  it  is  their  hate  that  causes 
violence.  Dan  White  was  no  card-carrying  ACLU  member.  Gay  people  have  not 
perpetuated  the  violence  that  has  continually  plagued  us.  And  we  cannot  let  the 
media  tell  us  differently. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES  cont. 


not  in  vain 

Editor: 

I  do  not  want  Harvey  Milk  to  have  died  in 
vain.  He  was  my  brother  and  friend.  Harvey’s 
example  can  be  an  impetus  to  others  to  educate 
this  world  once  and  for  all  as  to  who  we  gay  folks 
are.  Neither  non-Gay  newspapers  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  nor  television  stations  understood  this 
week’s  events  from  a  gay  person’s  point  of  view. 
To  us  it  was  not  simply  “a  rational  man  who 
snapped”  or  a  “casuality  of  pressure”. 

Some  comments  need  to  be  made: 

1 .  It  was  a  heterosexual  family  man,  the  unemo¬ 
tional,  all  American  boy  (White)  who  murdered 
Gay  activist/humanist  (Milk)  and  the  staunch 
supporter  and  defender  of  Gay  rights  (Moscone). 

2.  Dan  White  hated  Gay  people.  He  learned 
from  society  that  it  is  OK  to  hate  and,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  kill  Gays.  This  sick  mentality  (homo¬ 
phobia)  pervades  all  of  America  and  much  of 


this  planet.  It  is  not  some  freaky  San  Francisco 
incident  as  some  would  imply. 

3.  Truth  about  the  American  Gay  Community  is 
severely  censored  or  ignored  by  most  media  and 
political  leaders. 

4.  The  killer,  White  studied  to  be  a  trained  killer 
in  two  notoriously  homophobic  institutions,  the 
U.S.  military  and  the  police  department.  The 
lover,  Milk,  on  the  other  hand,  was  dishonorably 
discharged  from  the  Navy  for  being  Gay. 

5.  War  (people  killing  people)  or  murder  (Dan 
White  butchering  Harvey  Milk)  are  the  exact  op¬ 
posites  of  people  loving  other  people  which  is 
what  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  do.  WHY  IS  OUR 
LOVE  AGAINST  THE  LAW? 

6.  America  NEEDS  what  the  Gay  Community 
has  to  teach. 

Sincerely, 

Satya  Dov  ben  Chaim 
San  Francisco,  CA 
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Harvey  Milk 


As  the  naion  mourned  the  loss  of 
both  Milk  and  Moscone,  the  city  of 
San  Francisco  was  slowly  pulling  itself 
together  in  the  wake  of  the  tragedy. 

Dianne  Feinstein  was  selected  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  as  mayor.  She 
will  serve  in  the  office  until  the  end  of 
next  year.  Feinstein  pledged  to  work 
for  the  “emotional  reconstruction”  of 
the  city.  Feinstein  said  she  would  begin 
screening  candidates  for  appointment 
to  the  board  to  replace  Milk  and  her¬ 
self. 


Milk’s  Replacement 

Mayor  Feinstein  has  consistently 
said  that  she  would  appoint  a  gay  to  re¬ 
place  Milk.  Jim  Rivaldo,  a  close  friend 
and  associate  of  Milk,  who  appointed 
Rivaldo  to  a  state  commission,  told 
GCN,  “One  of  the  main  orders  of 
business  is  to  make  sure  that  his  suc¬ 
cessor  has  the  same  general  philosophy 
in  gay  politics  and  politics  in  general.” 

“We  want  to  make  sure  the  person  is 
attuned  to  Harvey’s  philosophy  and 
will  carry  on  the  work  he  was  doing 


Continued  from  Page  1 
and  the  bridges  he  was  building,” 
Rivaldo  said. 

GCN  has  learned  that  Mayor  Fein¬ 
stein  will  probably  name  Ann  Kronen- 
berg,  a  lesbian  and  administrative  aide 
to  Milk,  to  fill  out  his  term.  Kronen- 
berg  was  one  of  four  candidates  sug¬ 
gested  by  Milk  in  an  unusual  tape 
recording  he  left  in  case  of  his  assas¬ 
sination  (see  box). 

Meanwhile,  Mayor  Feinstein  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  name  Don  Horanzy  to  fill  the 
board  seat  formerly  held  by  Dan 
White.  White  awaits  arraignment  for 
the  murders  of  Harvey  Milk  and 
Mayor  Moscone. 

The  former  city  supervisor  has  re¬ 
portedly  said  his  mind  was  “sort  of 
blank”  about  the  killings  with  which 
he  is  charged. 

When  told  that  Moscone  and  Milk 
were  dead,  White  reportedly  told  in¬ 
vestigators,  “My  God,  how  awful.” 
White  purportedly  told  investigators  he 
has  only  a  hazy  recollection  of  the 
moments  before  the  fatal  shootings  oc¬ 
curred  at  City  Hall. 


Milk’s  Tape:  ‘Come  Out’ 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  a  remark¬ 
able  recorded  message  predicting  that 
he  might  be  assassinated,  Harvey  Milk 
urged  his  supporters  and  all  gay  people 
to  channel  their  anger  at  his  killing  into 
constructive  pursuits. 

Milk,  who  was  slain  along  with  San 
Francisco  Mayor  George  Moscone  on 
Monday,  Nov.  27,  also  urged  gays  to 
come  out.  A  transcript  of  the  message 
was  released  by  a  friend  last  week.  The 
tape  was  made  in  November,  1977: 

“I  know  that  when  a  person  is  assas¬ 
sinated  after  they  have  achieved  vic¬ 
tory,  there  are  several  tendencies.  One 
is  to  have  some  people  go  crazy  in  the 
streets,  angry  and  frustrated,  and  the 
other  is  to  have  a  big  show  and  splash, 


a  great  service.  Naturally,  I  want 
neither. 

“I  cannot  prevent  anybody  from 
getting  angry  or  mad  or  frustrated.  I 
can  only  hope  they’ll  turn  that  anger 
and  frustration  and  madness  into 
something  positive,  so  that  hundreds 
will  step  forward,  so  that  gay  doctors 
will  come  out,  the  gay  lawyers,  gay 
judges,  gay  bankers,  gay  architects.  I 
hope  that  every  professional  gay  would 
say,  ‘enough,’  and  come  forward  and 
tell  everybody,  wear  a  sign,  let  the 
world  know.  Maybe  that  will  help. 
These  are  my  strong  requests,  knowing 
that  it  could  happen,  hoping  that  it 
doesn’t  .  .  .  and  if  it  does,  I  think  I’ve 
already  achieved  something.  I  think  it’s 
been  worth  it.” 
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Mormons  and  Episcopalians  Take 
Different  Steps  on  Ministry 


BOSTON  —  Gays  in  religion  experi¬ 
enced  both  a  major  advancement  and  a 
setback  in  their  positions  recently. 
While  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Indian¬ 
apolis  resolved  in  its  annual  convention 
to  call  upon  that  church’s  leadership 
not  to  discriminate  against  gays  who 
present  themselves  for  ministry,  the 
high  council  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  (Mormon) 
excommunicated  the  pastor  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boise,  Idaho. 

The  action  of  the  130  delegates  to  the 
convention  of  the  diocese  of  Indianap¬ 
olis  passed  the  resolution  “Sexuality 
and  Ordination,”  stating  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  should  not  be  a  cause  for  pre¬ 
venting  candidates’  access  to  the  priest¬ 
hood.  The  resolution  located  sexuality 
among  many  factors  that  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  assessing  a  candidate’s  ap¬ 
propriateness  for  ministry. 

The  resolution  received  support 
from  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Edward  W.  Jones,  who 
stated  that  it  “probably  won’t  entirely 
please  those  who  wanted  prohibition 
against  ordaining  homosexual  persons, 
nor  will  it  please  those  who  seek  a 


statement  affirming  homosexual  life¬ 
style.”  Jones’  colleagues  in  the  Epis¬ 
copal  House  of  Bishops  considered  the 
question  of  ordination  of  homosexuals 
in  their  1977  conference  and  decided 
that  the  matter  should  be  further 
studied. 

Meanwhile,  the  hierarchs  of  the 
Mormon  Church  summoned  Rev.  Ken 
Storer  to  meet  with  the  high  council  on 
charges  of  apostasy.  Storer,  the  pastor 
of  Boise’s  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  had  remained  on  the  rolls  of 
the  Mormon  Church.  Storer  attempted 
to  meet  with  the  high  council,  as  re¬ 
quested,  but  was  turned  away  along 
with  witnesses  from  his  church. 

Storer  received  a  letter,  signed  by 
Grant  R.  Ipsen,  President  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day 
Saints,  saying  that  a  high  council  of  the 
Mormon  Church  had  decided  to  ex¬ 
communicate  Storer  after  having, 
“thoroughly  examined  all  the  evi¬ 
dence.”  Ipsen  also  claimed  that  the 
council  had  wished  to  meet  with 
Storer,  but  that  he  had  refused  to  ap¬ 
pear.  At  this  time,  it  is  not  known 
whether  Storer  will  attempt  to  reverse 
the  decision  of  the  council. 


Massachusetts  Legislature 


that  may  be  an  important  fact  to  re¬ 
member  as  the  1979  gay  rights  bills 
make  their  way  through  the  State 
House. 

The  following  legislators  and  organizations  sponsored 
one  or  more  of  the  1979  gay  rights  bills: 

Senators:  Jack  H.  Backman  (D-Brookline),  Edward 
L.  Burke  (D-Framingham),  John  C.  King  (D-Danvers), 
Robert  A.  Hall  (R-Fitchburg),  Sharon  M.  Pollard  (D- 
Methuen),  Bill  Owens  (D-Boston),  and  Allan  R.  McKin¬ 
non  (D- Weymouth). 

Representatives:  Barney  Frank  (D-Boston),  Mel  King 
(D-South  End),  Barbara  Gray  (R-Framingham),  John 
A.  Businger  (D-Brookline),  Doris  Bunte  (D-Roxbury), 
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William  D.  Benson  (D-Leverett),  Stephen  J.  Karol  (D- 
Attleboro),  Mary  J.  Gibson  (D-Belmont),  William  P. 
Nagle  (D-Northampton),  John  E.  Murphy,  Jr.  (D-Pea- 
body),  Saundra  Graham  (I-Cambridge),  Philip  W. 
Johnston  (D-Marshfield),  Ann  C.  Gannett  (R-Way- 
land),  Michael  J.  Barnett  (D-Reading),  James  G.  Collins 
(D-Amherst),  Royal  L.  Bolling  (D-Dorchester),  Andrew 
H.  Card  (R-Holbrook),  William  Bickford  (D-Berlin), 
Nicholas  Paleologous  (D-Woburn),  David  B.  Cohen  (D- 
Newton). 

Organizations:  Massachusetts  Caucus  for  Gay  Legis¬ 
lation,  Americans  for  Democratic  Action,  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts,  Citizens 
for  Participation  in  Political  Action  (CPPAX),  National 
Organization  for  Women. 


583  Boylston  Street 
'Our  downstairs  is 
The  Oafs  Meow. 


BOSTON 


IT  WON'T  PUT  YOU 

TO  SUER 

But  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  Boston's  best 
FM  programming  is  on  AM  radio.  Of  all  places. 
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Lesbians  in  NOW: 

The  Lavender 


By  Cindy  Stein 

( with  special  thanks  to  A  rlie  Scott,  Judy  A  mold  and  Kathie  Zawistowski) 

It  would  not  be  inaccurate  to  view  1978  as  a  milestone  year  for  the  women’s 
movement  as  well  as  the  year  that  the  gay  movement  made  some  critical  friendships 
and,  as  a  result,  turned  back  the  tide  of  defeat.  Feminist  writer  Kate  Millet  told 
hundreds  of  women  assembled  at  New  York’s  “Forum  of  the  Future”  that  the 
time  for  activism  was  upon  us  once  again  and  warned  us  all  not  to  forget  that 
“revolution  was  our  first  idea.”  The  theme  of  “unity  in  diversity”  pervaded  gay 
rallies  and  marches,  referendum  campaigns,  the  successful  push  to  get  the  ERA 
extension  through  Congress,  the  fight  in  favor  of  abortion  rights,  and  the  many 
conferences  and  other  events  that  were  held  throughout  the  year. 

With  the  aid  of  wealth  and  technology,  a  strong  and  organized  right  wing 
surfaced  and  brought  with  it  the  spectre  of  two  new  political  tactics:  the  refer¬ 
endum  campaign,  through  which  the  attitudes  of  voters  could  be  manipulated  with 
scare  tactics  and  through  which  the  civil  rights  of  gays  and  women  could  be  easily 
disposed  of,  and  the  so-called  constitutional  convention,  through  which  the  Bill  of 
Rights  (which  has  been  the  basis  for  most  of  the  important  human  rights  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  last  decade)  could  be  blue-pencilled  and  rewritten. 

The  practical  and  necessary  answer  to  the  threat  was  a  new  brand  of  well- 
planned,  well  thought  out  activism,  marked  by  an  important  new  ingredient:  the 
coalition. 

The  formula  proved  successful  for  both  the  Women’s  and  the  Gay  Move¬ 
ments.  In  July,  hundreds  of  thousands  marched  in  favor  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  extension  and  in  October,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  but  not  without  the  help  of  a  wide  variety  of  other 
groups  and  organizations,  the  extension  became  a  reality.  In  November,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  defeated,  for  the  first  time,  a  referendum  question  that  threatened  to 
take  away  civil  rights  in  Seattle.  In  addition,  the  Briggs  Initiative,  a  right  wing 
ballot  proposition  which  sought  to  purge  gay  teachers  and  straight  teachers  who 
“advocated”  homosexuality  as  a  positive  lifestyle,  was  soundly  put  to  rest  by  the 
voters  of  California.  Those  who  organized  to  defeat  this  second  measure  sought 
out  the  support  of  labor  unions,  teachers’  organizations,  feminist  groups  and 
political  action  committees. 

The  necessity  of  working  in  coalitions  is  not  always  indicative  of  the  ease  and 
degree  of  comfort  accompanying  such  work.  It  is  a  definite  measure  of  the  success 
of  both  the  Women’s  and  Gay  Movements  over  the  last  ten  years  that  feminists  and 
gays  are  finally  able  to  form  effective  coalitions  that  can  get  the  job  done.  In  the 
early  seventies,  it  became  important  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  forced  to  stay  in  the 
closet,  to  take  a  step  out  of  the  larger,  more  established  progressive  political  struc¬ 
tures  (such  as  the  left  and  the  mainstream  sector  of  the  Women’s  Movement),  and 
to  form  our  own  perspective  and  culture.  It  is  now  equally  as  important  to  step 
back  into  the  larger  progressive  structure  in  order  to  dissipate  the  strength  of  a 
common  reactionary  foe. 

For  some  lesbians,  this  brand  of  “Third  Wave”  activism  is  manifesting  itself 
in  a  return  to  groups  such  as  the  National  Organization  for  Women,  a  group  whose 
beginnings  were  marked  at  best  by  ambivalence  and  confusion  about  lesbianism, 
and  at  worst,  by  open  hostility.  A  close  historical  look  at  how  NOW  has  dealt  with 
the  issue  of  lesbianism  (both  with  respect  to  lesbians  inside  the  organization  and  in 
viewing  lesbianism  as  a  feminist  issue)  will  give  one  a  good  understanding  of  why  it 
has  taken  so  long  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  work  in  coalitions  with  other  groups 
and  what  problems  still  remain  in  working  within  such  coalitions.  In  addition,  a 
focus  on  the  progress  of  lesbians  and  the  lesbian  issue  within  NOW,  will  enable 
individuals  to  make  a  well  informed  choice  when  it  comes  time  to  decide  where  to 
apply  one’s  political  energies. 


The  “Lavender  Menace”  Years 

Lesbian  involvement  in  NOW  during 
the  early  years  of  the  organization  was 
kept  very  quiet.  Many  active  women 
worked  under  the  assumption  that 
their  coming  out  within  NOW  would 
not  only  hurt  the  reputation  of  the  or¬ 
ganization,  but  would  also  discredit  the 
entire  Women’s  Movement.  In  1969, 
Rita  Mae  Brown  joined  the  New  York 
NOW  and  publicly  declared  that  she 
was  a  lesbian.  While  her  action  forced 
many  members  to  think  a  bit  about  les¬ 
bianism  as  a  possible  part  of  the 
Women’s  Movement,  by  itself,  it  could 
not  achieve  the  larger  goal  of  accept¬ 
ance  and  support  for  lesbians  in  the 
movement.  This  point  was  made  quite 
clear  to  Brown  and  a  few  other  mem¬ 
bers  who  resigned  from  NOW  in  1970 
after  it  virtually  ignored  the  lesbian 
issue  and  failed  to  mention  the  support 
of  the  Daughters  of  Bilitis  at  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  Unite  Women  held  in  1969. 
Her  parting  words  rang  with  the  biting- 
ly  humorous  tone  that  would  later 
characterize  her  novels. 

“Lesbianism,”  she  said,  “is  the  one 
word  which  gives  the  New  York  NOW 
Executive  Committee  a  collective  heart 
attack.” 

Efforts  toward  changing  NOW’s 
views  on  lesbianism  were  as  unsuccess¬ 
ful  on  the  national  level  as  they  had 
been  in  New  York.  In  1969,  an  attempt 
to  insert  “sexual  privacy”  into  NOW’s 
Bill  of  Rights  was  withdrawn  because, 


according  to  the  book  Sappho  Was  A 
Right-On  Woman,  which  chronicles 
the  early  years  of  NOW  in  relation  to 
its  stand  on  lesbianism,  the  National 
Board  of  Directors  did  not  want  to 
have  to  go  on  record  as  voting  against 
it. 

Meanwhile  in  New  York  Brown  and 
other  lesbians  formerly  in  NOW, 
formed  a  group  that  was  to  become  the 
Radicalesbians.  This  collective  wrote  a 
famous  position  paper,  “Woman  Iden¬ 
tified  Woman,”  which  stated  the 
essential  connection  between 
lesbianism  and  feminism. 

The  1970  Congress  to  Unite  Women 
held  in  New  York  was  the  forum  in 
which  the  group  chose  to  present  its 
paper  (although  NOW  was  not  offi¬ 
cially  among  the  list  of  the  Congress’ 
sponsors).  During  the  Congress,  the 
stage  was  taken  over  by  twenty  lesbians 
declaring  themselves  to  be  “The  Lav¬ 
ender  Menace”  (the  term  NOW  leader 
Betty  Friedan  had  used  to  discredit 
open  lesbians  in  the  organization).  The 
issue  of  lesbianism  was  publicly  forced 
out  of  the  closet  as  “Women  Identified 
Woman”  was  read  aloud  to  those  in 
attendance.  Later,  The  Lavender  Men¬ 
ace  held  a  workshop  on  the  issue  which 
was  well  attended  by  both  lesbian  and 
non-lesbian  women,  as  was  a  women’s 
dance  held  that  evening. 

This  event  marked  the  beginning  of 
the  end  of  lesbian  passivity  in  the  face 
of  openly  hostile  attitudes  expressed  by 


NOW  members.  In  the  months  to 
come,  prominent  feminist  leaders,  like 
Caroline  Bird,  author  of  Born  Female,, 
and  Kate  Millet,  would  strongly  come 
out  in  support  of  lesbians.  Lavender 
armbands  were  passed  out  to  all 
women  to  wear  at  a  New  York  City 
feminist  demonstration,  in  order  to 
disarm  critics  who  dismissed  the  entire 
Women’s  Movement  as  a  “lesbian 
plot.” 

The  1971  Resolution  and  Aftermath 

Lesbian  activity  in  NOW  was  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  East  Coast.  In 
California,  the  Los  Angeles  Chapter  as 
well  as  local  area  chapters  voted  to 
approve  a  pro-lesbian  resolution  that 
was  tobecomethe  basis  for  the  National 
L  esbian  Resolution  which  was  passed 
by  the  entire  membership  at  the  NOW 
National  Convention  held  in  Los 
Angeles  in  September  of  1971.  The 
impetus  for  this  resolution  came  not 
from  the  lesbian  leadership  existing  at 
the  time  in  the  organization,  but  in¬ 
stead,  it  was  spearheaded  by  a  grass¬ 
roots  group  of  West  Coast  women 
(both  lesbian  and  straight)  among 
whom  was  Arlie  Scott,  the  author  of 
the  resolution  and  presently  a  vice 
president  of  NOW. 

According  to  Scott,  much  of  the  re¬ 
sistance  to  the  resolution  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  came  from  a 
minority  of  the  more  cautious  leader¬ 
ship,  which  maintained  that  the  issue 
could  only  hurt  the  movement  as  a 
whole. 

Nevertheless,  the  Resolution  and  an 
accompanying  position  paper  were 
introduced.  They  received  a  standing 
ovation  from  the  membership  at  large, 
and  on  Sept.  5,  1971,  they  were  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved  by  95%  of  those 
in  attendance. 

The  exact  wording  of  the  Lesbian 
Resolution  was  as  follows: 

Be  It  Resolved:  that  NOW  recognizes  the 

double  oppression  of  women  who  are  les- 
'  bians: 


many  opponents  of  the  resolution 
inside  NOW  had  predicted. 

Seventeen  months  after  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was  adopted,  and  one  month 
before  the  1973  National  Convention 
was  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  a  Task 
Force  on  Sexuality  and  Lesbianism  was 
formed  within  NOW.  This  task  force 
remained  ineffectual  on  the  issue  of 
lesbian  rights  due  to  disinterested  lead¬ 
ership.  The  1973  Conference  managed, 
however,  to  get  things  rolling  once 
again  and  three  important  pro-lesbian 
events  resulted  from  that  gathering. 
The  first  was  the  election  of  both  Arlie 
Scott  and  Del  Martin,  the  cO-founder 
of  Daughters  of  Bilitis  and  author  of 
the  book  Lesbian/Woman,  to  the 
NOW  Board  of  Directors.  Martin  and 
Scott  had  run  for  the  board  as  openly 
lesbian.  The  second  was  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  questionnaire,  written  by 
Scott  and  distributed  in  the  name  of 
the  Lesbian  Feminist  Caucus  of  the 
membership,  which  asked  all 
candidates  running  for  national  office 
within  NOW  to  state  the  organization’s 
policy  regarding  lesbian  rights  and  to 
indicate  what  actions  they  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  various  problems  that 
make  up  lesbian  oppression.  The  third 
outcome  of  the  conference  was  the 
passage  of  a  second  pro-lesbian  resolu¬ 
tion  which  specified  areas  in  which 
NOW  pledged  to  introduce  and 
support  civil  rights  legislation  for 
lesbians. 

Arlie  Scott  characterizes  the  follow¬ 
ing  years,  1974  and  part  of  1975,  as  a 
time  in  which  NOW  was  “consumed 
by  internal  struggles,”  and  as  a  time  in 
which  the  organization  did  not  focus 
on  the  issue  of  lesbian  rights.  The  re- 
election  of  NOW  President  Karen  De 
Crow  at  the  1975  Philadelphia  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  was  a  bitterly  fought 
battle,  in  which  the  more  progressive, 
pro-De  Crow,  “majority  caucus” 
struggled  with  the  more  cautious,  con¬ 
servative  factions  of  the  organization. 


Be  it  further  resolved:  that  a  woman’s  right 
to  her  own  person  includes  the  right  to 
define  and  express  her  own  sexuality  and  to 
choose  her  own  lifestyle,  and 
Be  it  further  resolved:  that  NOW  acknowl¬ 
edges  the  oppression  of  lesbians  as  a  legiti¬ 
mate  concern  of  feminism. 

Once  the  convention  was  ended  and 
the  victory  had  beenwon,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  did  very  little 
to  put  the  words  of  the  policy  into 
action.  Perhaps,  however,  the  passage 
of  the  Lesbian  Resolution  did  achieve 
a  more  unmeasureable  type  of  success. 
The  Women’s  Movement,  and  NOW 
in  particular,  did  not  fall  apart,  nor 
were  they  criticized  out  of  existence,  as 


One  of  the  issues  dividing  the  two 
sectors  of  the  national  membership  was 
that  of  lesbian  rights.  DeCrow  and  the 
“majority  caucus”  prevailed  and,  in 
her  re-election  speech,  the  incumbent 
president  adhered  to  her  support  of 
lesbians,  emphasizing  the  connection 
of  the  Women’s  and  Gay  Liberation 
struggles  and  urging  NOW  to  take  a 
stand  against  the  larger  homophobic 
culture.  Today,  DeCrow,  still  an  active 
member  in  her  local  Greater  Syracuse 
Chapter  in  New  York,  sits  on  NOW’s 
national  Lesbian  Rights  Committee. 

Where  Is  NOW  at  Present? 

It  has  been  both  too  easy  and  too 


Ken  Rabb 
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Menace  Lives 


difficult  to  attempt  to  measure  the 
degree  of  success  that  supporters  of 
lesbian  rights  have  achieved  within 
NOW.  NOW  members’  responses  to 
my  question  “Where  is  NOW  on 
lesbian  issues?”  reflected  not  only  the 
individual  respondent’s  experience  and 
position  in  the  organization,  but  also 
her  political  philosophy  and  attitude 
toward  social  change. 

A  less  subjective  method  of  deter¬ 
mining  NOW’s  stand  might  be  to  point 
out  three  very  significant  examples  of 
active  support  which  NOW  has  given 
to  the  cause  of  lesbian  rights.  In  1974, 
NOW  (along  with  DOB)  provided  the 
only  organized  national  support  for 
Mary  Joe  Risher,  a  lesbian  mother  who 
was  ultimately  denied  custody  of  her 
son  after  a  much  publicized  court 
battle  in  Dallas.  In  1976,  NOW’s 
efforts  were  influential  in  enabling 
lesbians  to  be  elected  as  state  delegates 
to  the  International  Women’s  Year 
Conference  held  in  Houston.  And  in 
1977  and  1978,  NOW,  on  both  the 
national  and  the  regional  leve,  waged  a 
Referenda  and  Initiative  Campaign  to 
defeat  ballot  propositions  which 
threatened  the  civil  rights  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

Indeed, at  the  Houston  Conference 
held  in  1976,  the  entire  delegation,  con¬ 
sisting  both  of  women  affiliated  with  a 
variety  of  women’s  groups  and  those 
not  affiliated  with  any  group,  voted  in 
favor  of  a  controversial  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  resolution.  That  vote  was  seen  by 
many  as  an  important  official  stamp  of 
approval  on  lesbianism  as  a  feminist 
issue.  At  long  last,  Movement  pioneer 
and  former  NOW  leader  Betty  Friedan 
gave  her  endorsement  to  lesbians. 
Friedan’ s  historic  words,  however, 
were  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  lefthand 
compliment: 

I  am  known  to  be  violently  opposed  to  the 
lesbian  issue.  As  someone  who  has  grown 
up  in  middle  America  and  as  someone  who 
has  loved  men  too  well,  I  have  had  trouble 
with  this  issue.  Now  my  priority  is  in  pass¬ 
ing  the  ERA.  And  because  there  is  nothing 
in  it  that  will  give  any  protection  to  homo¬ 
sexuals,  I  believe  we  must  help  the  women 
who  are  lesbians. 

Friedan  is  not  alone  in  placing  the 
passage  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  as  her  top  priority  issue.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women  has,  in 
the  last  two  years,  given  the  ERA  and 
its  extension  a  large  proportion  of  its 
resources  and  time.  The  effort  has  paid 
off  immensely  with  the  Congressional 
victory  of  August,  1978.  The  passage 
of  the  ERA  Extension  not  only  in¬ 
creased  the  time  in  which  the  Amend¬ 
ment  could  be  ratified  by  the  three  re¬ 
maining  states  needed,  but  it  also 
established  the  Women’s  Movement 
(and  especially  NOW)  as  a  viable  and 
influential  political  force  in  the  eyes  of 
more  traditional  political  groups. 

The  question  that  many  lesbians 
asked  was  whether  all  this  work  was 
being  accomplished  at  the  expense  of 
other  goals  of  the  organization.  Some 
made  the  frightening  comparison  to 
the  “First  Wave”  of  feminism,  which 
dissolved  after  women  achieved  the 
right  to  vote.  Arlie  Scott,  however, 
underlines  her  own  commitment  to 
working  on  lesbian  rights  through  her 
position  in  national  NOW.  Her 
response  is  “To  say  that  lesbian  rights 
is  not  central  to  the  feminist  movement 
is  not  to  understand  the  movement.” 
After  all,  she  continues,  “control  of 
one’s  own  body  and  the  right  to  choose 
are  the  two  main  themes  of  the  move¬ 
ment.”  Scott  sees  it  as  the  job  of  the 
NOW  leadership  to  educate  members 
on  this  point.  It  is  essential  that  “we 


link  all  of  the  issues  philosophically.” 
She  warns,  “It’s  going  to  take  a  long 
time,  which  means  there’s  no  time  to 
lose.” 

The  National  Level,  The  Local  Level 

The  National  Organization  for 
Women,  like  Ms  Magazine,  is  criticized 
both  from  the  right  and  the  left.  The 
former  sees  it  as  too  radical,  while  the 
latter  sees  it  as  moderate  or  even 
conservative.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to 
ascertain  just  where  NOW  falls  on  a 
liberal-conservative  continuum,  not 
only  because  such  a  positioning  is  a 
reflection  of  the  philosophy  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  speaker,  but  because  the  loose 
structure  of  the  organization  does  not 
lend  itself  to  any  such  conclusions. 

NOW  operates  on  two  levels,  the  na¬ 
tional  and  the  local.  At  the  top  of  the 
national  organizational  chart  is  the 
board  of  directors  which  consists  of  the 
five  paid  officers  (president,  vice  presi¬ 
dent-administration,  vice  president- 
action,  secretary  and  treasurer)  and 
board  members  elected  at  the  national 
convention  from  different  regions  of 
the  country.  National  committees, 
which  come  under  the  auspices  of  the 
VP-Action,  are  chaired  by  the  regional 
board  members.  One  such  committee, 
the  National  Societal  Equality  Com¬ 
mittee,  contains  a  group  of  task  forces, 
among  which  is  the  National  Lesbian 
Rights  Committee.  The  state  level  of 
NOW  is  autonomous  from  the  national 
level  and  the  organization  of  state 
structures  varies  greatly.  Usually,  how¬ 
ever,  there  is  a  state  coordinator  and  a 
number  of  local  chapters,  within  which 
there  might  be  a  Task  Force  on  Sex¬ 
uality  or  a  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

Chapters  on  the  local  level  vary 
greatly  with  respect  to  their  priorities 
and  in  their  acceptance  of  lesbianism  as 
a  feminist  issue.  Arlie  Scott  states  that 
an  individual  “cannot  be  a  member  of 
NOW  and  not  adhere  to  the  goals  of 
the  organization  which  include  lesbian 
rights.”  However,  an  acceptance  of 
NOW’s  policy  decisions  and  resolu¬ 
tions  at  the  national  level  will  not 
always  be  translated  into  action  on  the 
local  level.  In  Boston,  where  the  local 
chapter  has  its  own  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(LTF),  Judy  Arnold,  who  presently 
chairs  that  committee,  stated  that  the 
issue  of  lesbian  rights  is  “almost  so 
acceptable  that  there’s  never  any  activ¬ 
ity  on  it  and  a  lot  of  things  don’t  get 
done.”  Although  Arnold  characterizes 
the  open  reaction  of  NOW  members  as 
“very  accommodating,”  she  maintains 
that  “intense  pressure  is  needed  to  get 
anything  done,”  even  “to  get  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  people  to  a  fundraiser.”  “I 
notice,”  she  continues,  “that  all  the 
lesbian  rights  issues  always  get  passed 
unanimously.  The  feeling  is  that  if  we 
can  come  out  of  here  saying  that  we 
unanimously  passed  it,  first,  we  can  get 
it  off  the  floor  fast  and  secondly,  we 
don’t  have  to  do  anything  about  it  — 
we  voted  on  it  unanimously,  for  God 
sakes!” 

In  addition  to  the  problem  of  “lip 
service,”  there  is  a  fear  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Boston  LTF  that  the  lesbian 
issue  is  becoming  ghettoized,  i.e.,  that 
all  of  the  work  to  be  done  on  the  sexual 
preference  issue  is  relegated  to  a 
Lesbian  Task  Force  or  committee  and 
not  dealt  with  by  the  larger  member¬ 
ship.  While  this  problem  seems  to  be 
nonexistent  on  the  national  level 
where,  for  example,  gay  rights  legisla¬ 
tion  is  part  of  the  larger  legislative  pro¬ 
gram  of  NOW,  it  is  still  a  concern 
locally.  Judy  Arnold  related  an  anec¬ 
dote-  in  which  an  announcement  she 


submitted  to  the  newsletter  of  Boston 
NOW  on  behalf  of  the  LTF  was  not 
printed  because  she  did  not  personally 
supervise  the  inclusion  of  the  item, 
whereas  other  committee  chairpeople 
need  only  to  submit  similar  announce¬ 
ments  and  no  further  action  is  expected 
of  them.  She  lamented  that  “every 
time  there’s  anything  lesbian  discussed, 
it’s  directed  at  me.” 

Another  factor  that  has  contributed 
to  this  fear,  that  the  lesbian  issue  is 
becoming  ghettoized  within  NOW,  is 
that,  at  the  local  level,  non-lesbians 
often  do  not  work  on  lesbian  issues. 
Nationally,  the  efforts  of  lesbians  who 
are  involved  in  all  phases  of  NOW  and 
on  every  issue  on  which  it  works  are  re¬ 
ciprocated  somewhat  by  the 
involvement  of  non-lesbian  members 
in  sexual  preference  issues.  As 
previously  mentioned,  past-president 
Karen  DeCrow,  along  with  Ann  Crim- 
mins,  the  state  coordinator  for  Con¬ 
necticut,  are  active  members  of  the 
national  Lesbian  Rights  Committee. 
Crimmins,  whose  consciousness  con¬ 
cerning  lesbian  opression  was  raised 
through  her  involvement  in  feminism 
and  whose  sensitivity  toward  gays  was 
formed  through  her  close  association 
with  a  gay  male  friend,  stated  that  it 
was  essential  for  non-lesbian  feminists 
to  work  on  lesbian  rights  issues.  As  a 
teacher  at  a  junior  high  school  who  has 
an  opportunity  to  speak  to  students 
openly  on  a  variety  of  social  issues,  she 
stated  that  “someone  has  to  tell  the 
truth,  and  I  have  less  to  lose  as  far  as 
my  life  is  concerned.  Unless  we  work 
together  and  talk  together,  we’re  both 
in  the  closet.” 

In  Boston,  the  LTF  sees  lack  of  re¬ 
ciprocation  as  a  real  problem  in  the 
chapter.  Although  LTF  members  have 
marched  in  pro-abortion  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  have  contributed  energy  to 
the  many  causes  NOW  supports,  they 
do  not  see  a  clear  return  of  efforts 
from  the  larger  membership.  Recently, 
the  LTF  organized  an  extensive  week¬ 


end  of  events  to  raise  money  to  defeat 
the  California  Briggs  Initiative,  a  part 
of  which  was  a  raffle.  Arnold  recalls, 
“If  the  president  had  pushed  the  raffle 
tickets,  it  would  have  made  so  much  of 
a  difference  in  sales,  when  in  fact  she 
ignored  it  like  it  wasn’t  going  on  and  it 
really  angered  me  —  but  it’s  a  very 
good  example  of  how  they  can  help 
and  don’t.” 

Positive  things,  nevertheless,  are 
happening  for  lesbians  involved  in 
NOW  at  the  local  level.  Most  of  the 
support  is  given  in  the  form  of  lobby¬ 
ing  in  favor  of  gay  rights  bills  and  help¬ 
ing  individual  lesbians  who  are  facing 
threatening  discrimination  problems. 
Arnold  and  the  Lesbian  Task  Force  in 
Boston  do  not  paint  a  totally  gloomy 
picture  of  their  experiences  in  NOW 
and  are  thankful  to  many  members, 
both  gay  and  straight,  who  have  given 
them  unwavering  support  since  the 
task  force  was  formed  about  two  years 
ago. 

Why  Join  Now? 

The  National  Organization  for 
Women  is  the  strongest  and  largest 
feminist  group  in  the  country.  It  has  a 
decade’s  worth  of  experience  and 
know-how  behind  it  and  it  is  designed 
to  work  efficiently,  so  as  to  achieve  its 
goals.  It  has  articulated  its  positive 
stand  on  lesbian  rights  and  has  backed 
up  the  words  with  action. 

In  local  chapters,  attitudes  toward 
lesbianism  run  from  very  positive  to 
apprehensive  and  therefore  unrespons¬ 
ive.  Many  variables  affect  the 
dominant  philosophy  of  a  particular 
chapter,  including  its  geographical  lo¬ 
cation,  its  proportion  of  open  lesbians 
and  the  offices  they  hold,  Us  reputation 
in  the  surrounding  community,  and 
the  degree  of  effort  that  lesbian  mem¬ 
bers  exert  to  raise  the  consciousness  of 
the  membership. 

The  Boston  Chapter  has  been  used 
as  an  example  only,  and  is  not  meant  to 
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A  Gay  Pacifist 
Looks  at  Gay  Movement 

.aann  sp^bl  ^ 


By  John  Kyper 

For  many  years  David  McReynolds 
has  been  a  prominent  American  paci¬ 
fist.  He  is  a  staff  member  and  public 
speaker  for  the  War  Resisters  League, 
in  New  York.  His  involvement  with 
radical  politics  began,  inauspiciously, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Cold  War,  in 
the  late  1940s.  He  has  served  as 
editorial  secretary  of  Liberation  and 
has  written  extensively  for  publications 
like  the  Village  Voice,  WIN  Magazine 
and  Peace  News  in  London.  In  1970, 
Grove  Press  published  a  collection  of 
his  writings:  We  Have  Been  Invaded  by 
the  21st  Century. 

The  War  Resisters  League  (WRL)  is 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  groups  that 
comprise  the  peace  movement.  Found¬ 
ed  in  1923,  WRL  is  dedicated  to  the 
elimination  of  militarism  and  violence 
in  any  form. 

During  the  Indochina  war,  WRL’s 
principled  pacifist  position  led  it  into 
many  conflicts  with  other  members  of 
the  antiwar  coalition.  Nevertheless, 
McReynolds  traveled  to  Hanoi  during 
the  war,  in  an  attempt  to  communicate 
between  America  and  Vietnam. 
Through  all  of  this,  the  War  Resisters 
League  has  maintained  a  healthy  ideo¬ 
logical  openness,  avoiding  the  dogma¬ 
tism  and  sectarian  in-fighting  that 
ripped  apart  the  Students  for  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  Society  a  decade  ago. 

SDS  had  been  a  formative  political 
experience  for  many  feminist  and  gay 
activists,  who  moved  beyond  the 
macho  histrionics  and  intolerance  that 
had  come  to  characterize  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  In  the  same  month  that  SDS 
broke  into  half  a  dozen  warring 
splinters,  the  modern  gay  liberation 
movement  was  born  at  the  Stonewall 
riots.  Later  that  year,  in  November, 
1969,  WIN  published  its  landmark 
“Gay  Scenes”  issue,  which  featured 
essays  by  David  McReynolds  and  the 
late  Paul  Goodman  discussing  their 
homosexuality.  The  issue  was  influen¬ 
tial  in  my  own  journey  from  conscien¬ 
tious  objection  to  gay  liberation  (and 
got  me  hooked  on  WIN). 

For  me,  “Gay  Scenes”  offered  a 
first  assessment  of  the  problems  and 
possibilities  of  a  political  movement. 
WIN  was  started  in  1966  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  dryness  of  many  pacifist 
publications,  and  it  continues  to  this 
day  as  a  provocative  journal  for  social 
change  activists.  That  issue  cost  the 
magazine  a  number  of  cancelled  sub¬ 
scriptions  and  complaints  about  the 
“inappropriate”  topic  of  the 
symposium. 

In  his  “Notes  For  a  More  Coherent 
Article”  (included  in  21st  Century), 
David  wrote  of  his  fears  that  his 
honesty  would  jeopardize  support  for 
both  WRL  and  WIN,  but  concluded: 
“I  have  a  hunch  that  younger  people 
will  not  even  grasp  my  qualms  at  this 
point  —  and  they  will  be  right  —  for 
they  have  not  yet  confused  a  concern 
with  honesty  and  directness  with  a 
concern  for  preserving  an  organization 
committed  to  honesty  and  directness.” 
He  was  not  asked  to  leave;  he  received 
overwhelming  support  from  older 
members  of  the  pacifist  movement,  in¬ 
cluding  Amon  Henancy  shortly  before 
his  death. 

Last  April  I  interviewed  David  at  his 
home  in  New  York.  He  spoke  of  the 
fears  he  had:  “There  is  the  danger  —  it 
would  be  true  in  any  politics,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  in  radical  politics  —  of  giving 
your  enemy  a  weapon  to  use  against 
your  whole  organization.  I  felt  for  a 
long  period  of  time  a  great  respect, 
admiration,  but  also  envy,  for  Allen 
Ginsberg  for  having  been  very  open 
about  his  homosexuality.  That  was 
something  Allen  could  do  without  jeo- 


David  McReynolds 


pardizing  an  organization.  .  .  .  I’ve 
been  sort  of  curious,  when  I  go  places, 
curious  whether  the  Right  Wing  has 
circulated  the  essay.  I  had  made  certain 
that  the  essay  was  included  [in  the 
book],  so  no  one  could  accuse  me  of 
having  written  it  for  an  obscure  publi¬ 
cation,  and  then  forgotten  it.  But  it’s 
never  been  used  against  me. 

GCN:  In  your  essay  you  expressed 
some  reservations  about  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  and  I  understand  that  you  still 
feel  a  lot  of  distance  from  it. 

DM:  I  think  there  are  two  things  that 
account  for  my  distance  from  the  gay 
community.  I  came  out  in  1949.  ...  At 
that  time  I  assumed  that  there  was  an 
inner  circle  in  the  gay  community  of 
attractive,  masculine,  cultured,  bril¬ 
liant,  witty,  articulate  men  —  a  magic 
inner  circle.  It  took  me  years  to  realize 
that  there  was  no  magic  inner  circle, 
there  was  just  a  desperate  series  of 
hunts  going  on.  All  of  gay  society  was 
insecure,  and  all  of  it  was  haunted,  and 
I  don’t  know  that  this  may  not  still  be 
true. . . 

The  gay  community  [today]  has 
formed  a  kind  of  voluntary  ghetto, 
that  there’s  not  only  a  “gay  is  beuti- 
ful”  or  “gay  is  proud”  position,  but 
really  a  “gay  is  better.”  Instead  of 
arguing  that  there’s  a  little  bit  of  gay  in 
the  straightest  of  us  and  a  little  bit  of 
straight  in  the  gayest  of  us,  which  is  an 
accurate  statement,  the  gay  community 
tends  to  be  very  defensive  about  recog¬ 
nizing  the  degree  of  repressed  hetero¬ 
sexuality  in  gay  individuals.  I  find  it  a 
self-imposed  ghetto,  cut  off  from  the 
process  of  life  and  death  and  the  birth 
of  children  and  dying  and  getting  old.  I 
think  in  that  sense  that  the  gay  world  is 
a  vacation  from  reality. 

The  other  reason  is  more  political,  in 
that  I  don’t  sense  in  the  male  homo¬ 
sexual  community  anything  much 
more  than  a  very,  very  important  civil 
rights  issue.  But  I’m  af  raid  that  that’s 
different  from  linking  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  the  men’s  movement,  with  the 
black  community  or  with  women.  Both 
of  those  groups  are  by  definition 
identifiable.  There’s  no  way  to  discrim¬ 
inate  against  us  in  housing  or  in  jobs  or 
in  any  other  way  at  all  if  we’re  not 
identifiable.  The  oppression  is  one  of 
psychic  oppression,  but  it  is  simply  not 
true  that  we  are  denied  jobs  or  we  are 
denied  employment,  or  advancement. 
On  the  contrary,  homosexuals  have 
risen  as  high  as  to  head  the  FBI,  have 
been  cardinals  in  the  Catholic  church 
—  there’s  no  barrier,  whereas  there  are 
no  women  who  are  cardinals,  and  only 
very  recently  blacks  became  cardinals. 
But  “queers”  have  always  been  able  to 
make  it  to  the  top  of  the  Catholic 
hierarchy,  and  they’ve  always  been  on 
the  top  of  the  government  and  police 
department.  And  that’s  the  basic 
difference. 

GCN:  Where  do  you  see  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  going?  or  do  you  see  it  going  any¬ 
where? 

DM:  I  see  it,  obviously,  as  a  very  pow- 
Continued  on  next  page 
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erful  movement.  This  goes  back  to  how 
I  distinguish  it  from  the  black  move¬ 
ment  or  the  women’s  movement.  1 
believe  that  the  capitalist  society  can 
deal  with  the  male  homosexual  —  and  I 
don’t  mean  by  genocide  or  shooting 
them  all  —  I  think  they  can  absorb, 
and  have  in  fact  already  absorbed,  the 
male  homosexual  in  this  society.  I 
don’t  think  that  male  homosexuality 
poses  any  threat  to  the  economic  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  country.  Whereas,  I  do  not 
believe  you’re  going  to  get  equality  of 
women  so  long  as  the  present  economic 
structure  exists,  since  they  have  to  fight 
not  only  a  question  of  whether  they’ll 
be  treated  in  some  psychologically  sen¬ 
sitive  way,  but  —  in  my  view  more 
important  —  whether  they’ll  have 
equal  right  at  the  economic  level.  Nor 
do  I  think  blacks  can  get  it  under  the 
present  structure.  I  think  that  the  male 
homosexual  can  —  I  think  the  issue  is  a 
civil  liberties  issue,  I  think  it  can  be 
won,  I  think  it  will  be  won. 

One  tendency  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  which  I  can’t  think  is  at  all 
healthy  is  to  achieve  these  goals  by 
adapting  to  a  male-oriented  structure. 
You  get  this  in  the  struggle,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  for  women  to  enlist  in  the 
armed  forces.  You  have  an  echo  of  this 
in  the  gay  liberation  struggle  for  men 
to  get  in  the  armed  forces.  Rather  than 
women  challenging  the  question  of 
whether  a  society  should  be  defended 
by  violence  and  whether  there  may  not 
be  alternatives  that  occur  to  women 
that  do  not  occur  to  men,  there  is.  an 
adaptation  to  male  values  and  male 
institutions.  I  don’t  think  you’re 
dealing  with  [a  psychologically  healthy 
movement]  when  it  says,  “If  I  adapt  to 
your  values,  will  you  then  permit  me  to 
take  part  in  the  society  that  you  dom¬ 
inate?” 

GCN:  It  sounds  like  a  paradox,  that 
male  homosexuals  can  be  absorbed 
more  easily  into  the  structure — 

DM:  Right,  but  they’re  more  hated. 
.  .  .  This  society  is  much  more  permis¬ 
sive  about  lesbians  than  they  are  about 
male  homosexuals,  partly  because  they 
really  can’t  think  that  women  would  do 
anything  as  “dirty”  as  that. 

GCN:  That  paradox  seems  to  be  the 
source  of  much  of  the  friction  between 
gay  men  and  lesbians. 

DM:  I  think  that  both  the  men  and  the 
women  had  assumed  more  common 
ground  than  there  was,  because  they 
saw  the  oppression  that  both  faced.  It 
does  give  them  something  in  common, 
but  not  enough  in  common.  The  gay 
male,  at  a  certain  point,  can  say,  “I’m 
sorry  about  this,  but  it  turns  out  that  I 
can  get  what  I  want  out  of  the  society 
without  getting  what  you  want,  and  so 
I’m  going  to  make  the  best  deal  that  I 
can  and  good  luck  to  you.”  There’s 
always  that  danger. 


GCN:  There  is  a  big  streak  of  misogyny 
among  gay  males.  It’s  something  I  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  gay  community  ten 
years  ago,  before  I  came  out,  and  it 
still  seems  very,  very  strong. 

DM:  We  are  very  resistant  to  the  reality 
that  in  virtually  every  gay  man  there  is 
a  repressed  desire  for  women.  Linked 
with  that,  I  find  that  some  of  the  most 
ardent  feminists  are,  in  fact,  gay  men.  I 
think  they’ve  found  a  way  of  coming  to 
terms  with  their  unconscious  hetero¬ 
sexuality,  by  becoming  ardent  cham¬ 
pions  of  feminism,  so  they  have  their 
link  with  women  without  admitting  it. 
GCN:  Are  you  suggesting  this  is  a  form 
of  sublimation? 

DM:  I  think  it  is,  I  think  it  is  a  form  of 
sublimated  relationship  with  women  — 
a  safe,  non-sexual  relationship,  but  one 
that  fulfills  a  very  basic,  unconscious 
need. 

Very  few  men,  once  they  admit 
they’re  homosexual,  cross  back  over 
the  line,  even  when  they’re  drunk  or 
have  been  smoking  pot.  On  the  other 
hand,  it’s  very  common  for  men  who 
are  quite  clear  on  their  identification, 
who  have  wives,  who  are  not  gay,  when 
they  are  drunk,  to  slide  over  into  a 
homosexual  relationship.  That  taboo  is 
weaker.  This  is  why  I  think  the  gay 
community  sometimes  deceives  itself 
into  thinking  that  everyone  is  really  gay 
—  that’s  really  not  true. 

One  of  the  things  I’ve  found,  look¬ 
ing  at  this  from  a  perspective  of  48,  is 
that  there  are  people  that  I  have  gone 
to  bed  with  who  had  not  had  a  homo¬ 
sexual  relationship  until  after  they  were 
married.  In  some  cases  I  would  be  the 
only  person  they  had  gone  to  bed  with. 
Once  they  were  married,  they  really  felt 
secure  enough,  at  some  completely  un¬ 
conscious  level,  that  if  they  went  to  bed 
with  a  man  it  didn’t  jeopardize  their 
role,  the  role  that  had  been  established 
by  the  marriage  and  the  children,  and 
they  probably  never  went  to  bed  with 
anyone  else  again.  It  was  something 
they  wanted  to  try,  and  they  were 
drunk  at  the  time,  and  they  did  it.  The 
taboo  is  much  weaker  at  that  point. 

Kinsey  reported  that  one-third  of  all 
men  had  had  homosexual  experiences 
after  puberty.  I  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  two-thirds  of  American  men  have 
not  had  a  homosexual  experience  after 
puberty.  But  I  don’t  think  that  one- 
third  of  all  gay  men,  once  they  have 
become  gay,  have  had  a  heterosexual 
experience.  I  don’t  think  that  happens 
as  often.  I  think  the  line  is  much 
sharper  on  that  side.  That  would  be  an 
interesting  survey  to  make,  by  the  way, 
a  survey  of  the  homosexual  community 
that  asks  how  many  men,  after  they 
came  out,  had  had  a  sexual  relation¬ 
ship  with  women,  to  see  how  it  com¬ 
pares  with  straight  men  who  had  had  a 
relationship  with  men. 
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WONDERFUL 

GIFTS 


...for  the  cat  lover  are  what  you'll  discover  at 
THE  CAT'S  MEOW. 

Calendars,  cards,  pillows,  posters,  prints  — 
all  with  a  cat  motif.  And  cats,  themselves. . .  not 
live  of  course ...  but  just  about  every  other  kind 
. . .  pillowy,  plush,  stuffed  and  ceramic.  One 
look  at  COPLEY  FLAIR'S  purr-feet  gift  lair  and 
you'll  agree  that  it's . . . 


downstairs  at  Copley  Flair 
583  Boylston  Street 

Open:  Monday  through  Friday  9-8 
Saturday  9-6 
Sunday  12-6 
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Behind  The  Red  Door 


That's  where  the  Gay  Health  Collective  of 
Boston  is.  At  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  16  Haviland  Street.  Gay  nurses, 
physician  assistants,  and  physicians  to  care 
for  your  medical  needs.  Supportively. 

Call  267-7573 
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Couples  Talk  About  Relationships 


a  central  theme  recurred:  “We  are  men  affair  outside  their  relationship.  “It 


By  Frank  Ring 

Two  by  two  they  gathered  in  front  of 
the  roaring  fire  in  the  large  meeting 
room.  They  were  gay  male  and  lesbian 
couples  who  were  gathering  for  a  week¬ 
end  of  reflecting  on  their  own  relation¬ 
ships  andof reaching  out  to  support 
others. 

To  understand  this  unique  group  one 
must  flash  back  to  a  meeting  of  four 
couples  concerned  about  their  own 
special  needs.  Bob  Goss,  a  graduate 
student  at  Harvard  Divinity  School 
and  his  lover,  Frank  Ring,  a  therapist 
on  the  staff  of  Mass  Bay  Counseling 
Associates,  met  with  a  few  of  their 
friends  in  the  fall  of  1977.  Experi¬ 
encing  disapproval  of  much  of  straight 
society  and  finding  themselves  alien¬ 
ated  from  many  of  their  single  gay 
friends,  these  couples  were  searching 
for  ways  to  build  a  network  of  support. 

Bob  Goss  and  Frank  Ring,  as  facili¬ 
tators,  had  developed  a  schedule  that 
featured  individual  work  by  the  couple 
along  with  group  sharing.  The  week¬ 
end  opened  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  1 1 
with  a  general  sharing  of  expectations. 
The  program  had  attracted  an  equal 
number  of  gay  male  and  lesbian  cou¬ 
ples.  As  they  voiced  their  expectations, 
the  deep  need  for  community  and  sup¬ 
port  became  evident.  These  were  cou¬ 
ples  who  had  struggled  greatly  to  pre¬ 
serve  their  relationships,  who  deeply 
felt  the  love  they  shared  and  who 
needed  to  have  their  vision  renewed 
and  affirmed. 

Two  lesbian  mothers  told  of  the 
struggle  of  creating  a  relationship  while 
handling  a  brood  of  kids.  Kate,  a 
young  elementary  school  teacher, 
shared  her  painful  isolation.  A  semi¬ 
narian  explained  how  his  shifting  sense 
of  vocation  was  creating  strains  on  his 
relationship.  The  concerns,  the  fears, 
the  joys  poured  out.  Through  them  all, 


and  women  who  have  found  great  hap¬ 
piness  in  our  relationships.  We  need  to 
celebrate  this  love  we  share.”  Late  into 
the  night,  over  wine  and  cheese,  the  in¬ 
dividuals  talked,  sharing  experiences. 

The  major  portion  of  Saturday  was 
spent  writing  “love  letters.”  Twice  in 
the  morning  and  again  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  couples  gathered.  Bob  and 
Frank  offered  a  short  reflection  on 
some  aspect  of  relationship  and  each 
individual  then  spent  twenty  minutes 
writing  a  letter  to  her  or  his  partner  on 
the  topic.  The  couples  exchanged  let¬ 
ters  and  talked  about  the  significance 
of  what  they  had  written.  Topics 
covered  included  the  special  gifts  each 
brings  to  the  relationship,  issues  of 
trust  and  areas  of  growth.  Tears 
flowed,  tempers  sometimes  flared. 
Couples  could  be  seen  walking  hand  in 
hand  through  the  autumn  woods, 
others  huddled  by  the  blazing  fire. 
Some  disappeared  to  their  bedrooms 
not  to  be  seen  again  for  hours.  The 
challenge  put  forth  at  the  beginning  of 
the  weekend  to  make  the  time  a  roman¬ 
tic  experience,  a  time  to  celebrate  same 
sex  love,  was  being  taken  seriously. 

The  second  part  of  the  program  pro¬ 
vided  time  for  everyone  to  come 
together  as  a  group  to  share  their  con¬ 
cerns  and  insights.  Issues  of  sexuality 
and  commitments  to  relationship  were 
quickly  raised.  The  mix  of  men  and 
women  offered  the  opportunity  to 
share  differences  and  explore  common 
attitudes.  Many  of  the  male  couples 
had  experienced  tensions  when  one 
partner  had  sex  outside  the  relation¬ 
ship.  The  women,  on  the  other  hand, 
didn’t  feel  the  same  need  to  have  out¬ 
side  sexual  contacts  and  didn’t  find  this 
as  pressing  a  problem.  All  listened  at¬ 
tentively  as  one  of  the  couples  who  had 
been  together  for  a  number  of  years 
described  how  they  handled  an  early 


was  very  hard  for  me  to  learn  to  trust 
Tim  again,”  Alf  said,  “and  it’s  only 
been  with  time  and  a  lot  of  talking  that 
we’ve  been  able  to  overcome  this.” 

The  dilemma  of  wanting  to  feel  free 
yet  still  respect  the  limits  of  a  love  rela¬ 
tionship  were  raised.  Fear  of  abandon¬ 
ment  plagued  some  participants. 
“When  Sam  seemed  attracted  to  some¬ 
one  else,  I  always  thought  he  would 
just  pick  up  and  leave  me,”  one  mem¬ 
ber  explained.  “No  matter  how  often 
he  would  reassure  me,  I  still  had  that 
fear.”  At  the  end  of  one  session,  Dane, 
the  young  seminarian,  commented:  “It 
was  so  good  to  hear  someone  talk 
about  the  very  issues  my  lover  and  I 
have  been  fighting  about  for  so  long 
and  see  that  it  doesn’t  have  to  destroy 
the  relationship.”  There  was  audible 
assent  to  this  from  the  group. 

Through  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
the  couples  aired  there  concerns,  spoke 
of  the  strengths,  and  offered  insights 
born  of  their  own  experiences.  How 
can  we  be  angry?  How  do  we  fight? 
How  can  we  handle  finances  better? 
What  about  conflicting  career  deci¬ 
sions?  The  list  of  questions  grew. 
While  there  were  not  always  clear 
answers,  there  was  a  growing  feeling  of 
solidarity. 

As  Sunday  afternoon  approached, 
the  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
group  became  more  evident.  In  evalu¬ 
ating  the  weekend,  one  person  after 
another  voiced  the  realization  that,  as 
couples,  they  now  know  they  are  not 
alone.  A  community  of  support  had 
begun  to  form.  One  lesbian  couple  in¬ 
vited  everyone  to  join  them  the  fol¬ 
lowing  week  to  celebrate  their  anniver¬ 
sary.  Another  couple  from  Maine  ex¬ 
tended  an  open  invitation  to  anyone 
who  found  themselves  in  their  area. 
The  weekend  closed  back  in  front  of 
the  fireplace  with  everyone  in  a  tight 


circle  holding  hands.  The  intensity  of 

the  silence  was  broken  by  a  few 
“thanks”:  to  the  facilitators,  to  the 
staff  of  Camp  Aldersgate,  but  especial¬ 
ly  to  the  group  who  had  made  the 
weekend  such  a  special  time.  Tears  and 
embraces  followed,  last  words  of  fare¬ 
well  as  the  couples  headed  home. 

For  a  weekend,  they  had  enjoyed  the 
full  support  of  others  who  shared  their 
values.  A  little  of  the  magic  lingered. 
Many  couples  had  developed  special 
insights  into  their  own  relationships. 
There  were  also  general  conclusions. 
Maria  summed  it  up:  “We  learned, 
again,  how  important  it  is  for  two 
people  in  an  intimate  relationship  to 
communicate  with  each  other,  to  let 
your  partner  have  her  feelings  and  not 
to  be  defensive.”  All  saw  that  a  good 
relationship  doesn’t  happen  but  that  it 
is  the  result  of  much  active  effort  by 
both  members. 

The  sense  of  alienation  that  the  cou¬ 
ples  had  been  experiencing  had  eased 
somewhat.  Plans  for  further  gatherings 
were  made;  other  weekends  designed  to 
reach  out  to  more  couples  will  be  or¬ 
ganized.  The  importance  of  developing 
nurturing  support  groups  that  can  rein¬ 
force  the  value  of  gay  relationships  was 
recognized  by  all.  Larry,  a  social 
worker  and  Dane’s  lover,  remarked: 
“We  came  out  of  the  weekend  a  dif¬ 
ferent  couple.  This  experience  of  other 
couples  has  dramatically  affected  us.” 

The  Enrichment  program  was  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  couples  who  love  one 
another  to  make  good  relationships 
better.  The  techniques  of  communica¬ 
tion  used  and  the  community  of  sup¬ 
port  heightened  people’s  awareness  of 
the  reality  of  their  love.  The  weekend 
aimed  to  rekindle  the  glow  that  origin¬ 
ally  fired  the  couple’s  life  together.  It 
was  designed  to  give  pride  and  enthusi¬ 
asm.  The  program  was  a  first  in  New 
England.  The  interest  and  excitement 
that  it  created  seems  to  indicate  that 
this  weekend  will  be  followed  by  many 
more. 
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Can  This  Marriage  Be  Saved? 


A  Wedding 

Directed  by  Robert  A  It  man 

By  Robin  Marlowe 

Sick,  sick,  sick  was  all  that  came  to 
mind  after  seeing  Robert  Altman’s  “A 
Wedding.”  Sick  for  the  film  and  sick 
for  the  audience,  which  laughed  hard¬ 
est  at  the  clumsiest  humor  and  whose 
puppet  responses  punctuated  the  show 
like  a  well-edited  laugh  track  on  tele¬ 
vision. 

These  days,  homosexuality  is  de 
riguer  for  success  in  entertainment. 
Simple  sex  and  gratuitous  violence  are 
no  longer  enough.  Middle  America 
hungers  for  “forbidden  fruit.” 


The  token  gays  are,  predictably,  the 
captain  of  the  honor  guard  (obsessed 
with  his  charges’  flies)  and  the  emcee 
of  the  wedding  reception  (Geraldine 
Chaplin),  whose  punch  line  is  a  concise 
expose  of  society’s  twisted  perspective 
—  “My  brides  are  the  only  children  I’ll 
ever  have.” 

Oh  how  touching  that  because  the 
bride  is  being  detained  by  the  lesbian 
and  the  drunk  groom  is  being  sobered 
up  in  the  shower  by  the  guard,  they  are 
believed  dead  in  a  crash  of  the  honey¬ 
moon  Mercedes. 

Don’t  see  this  film  unless  you  need  a 
jolt  for  your  anger  or  a  reminder  of 
how  far  there  is  to  go. 


NOW 


be  depicted  as  a  model  chapter  whose 
strong  and  weak  points  with  respect  to 
lesbian  rights  are  illustrative  of  all 
locals.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that 
while  the  Boston  LTF  has  accomp¬ 
lished  much  in  the  way  of  education  in 
NOW  and  is  beginning  to  work  outside 
the  organization  to  promote  the  rights 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  members  are 
still  feeling  some  measure  of  frustra¬ 
tion  which  comes  with  the  subtle  ob¬ 
stacles  which  they  face  from  the  larger 
NOW  membership. 

A  former  member  of  the  LTF  who 
recently  resigned  from  the  group  (and 
from  NOW)  felt  that  the  task  of  edu¬ 
cating  straight  women,  by  the  use  of 
LTF’s  Consciousness  Raising  Kit  for 
feminists,  was  diverting  lesbians  from 
the  work  they  must  do  for  themselves 
in  society.  Her  argument  was  that 
“running  in  small  circles”  (i.e.,  having 
to  enlighten  straight  women  in  femin¬ 
ists  groups  like  NOW  on  the  need  for 
lesbian  rights)  was  less  beneficial  than 
working  in  the  larger  society  in  separ¬ 
ate  lesbian  feminist  organizations.  Her 
conclusion  was  that  NOW  has  not,  as 
Karen  DeCrow  urged  in  1975,  suffici¬ 
ently  challenged  our  homophobic  cul¬ 
ture.  Lesbians,  however,  must  consider 
whether  it  is  wise  to  abandon  NOW 
altogether,  especially  after  so  many 
gains,  both  symbolic  and  actual,  have 
been  fought  for  and  won.  In  some 
towns  and  cities,  NOW  members  are 
still  seen  as  “a  bunch  of  lesbians”  and 
the  issue  is  continually  used  against 
them.  Only  by  realizing  that  the  name 
calling  will  stop  once  feminists  work  to 
disarm  the  word  “lesbian”  of  its 
negative  connotations,  will  non-lesbian 
members  cease  their  fears  of  lesbian 
presence  in  the  chapter. 

The  mechanisms  for  support  both 
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inside  and  outside  NOW  are  more 
available  to  lesbians  today  than  they 
were  for  Rita  Mae  Brown  and  others  in 
1969.  The  option  of  changing  the  or¬ 
ganization  from  within  is  much  more 
realistic  at  present  than  it  was  ten  years 
ago  when  lesbianism  in  NOW  was  seen 
as  a  “lavender  herring.”  The  prospect 
that  lesbians  might  abandon  NOW  is 
less  scary  than  the  prospect  that,  if  they 
did,  the  National  Organization  for 
Women,  the  largest  and  most  powerful 
feminist  group  in  the  country,  might 
abandon  lesbians. 

In  1978,  lesbians,  gay  men,  and  fem¬ 
inists  joined  together  on  many  battle- 
fronts  and  found  strength,  not  divis¬ 
iveness,  in  their  diversity.  Years  of 
consciousness,  and  separatism,  as  well 
as  the  formation  of  a  strong  women’s 
culture,  have  given  lesbians  an  identity 
and  a  power  that  can  no  longer  be 
diluted  and  pushed  aside  by  the 
Women’s  Movement.  The  talent  and 
energy  of  lesbian  women  is  an  essential 
ingredient  for  the  success  of  all 
women.  Now  that  we  can  no  longer  be 
intimidated  or  forced  to  remain  silent, 
we  can  work  effectively  with  others 
and  not  lose  ourselves.  Lesbians  have 
done  much,  NOW  has  done  much  — 
it’s  time  we  gave  NOW  a  second  look. 

*  *  * 

“I  have  since  discovered  that  the 
overall  membership  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women  is, 
across  the  country,  dedicated  and 
admirable.  If  I  still  find  myself  in 
political  disagreement  with  some 
of  NOW’s  positions,  I  have  learn¬ 
ed,  at  the  peril  of  my  own  femin¬ 
ist  consciousness,  not  to  sneer  stu¬ 
pidly  at  the  entire  organization.  ” 
—Robin  Morgan  from 
Going  Too  Far,  1978. 


Man-Boy  Love  Conference 


Ward  characterized  the  law  as  the 
least  appropriate  way  of  dealing  with 
man-boy  love  problems.  He  called 
judges’  love  for  preserving  the  “consti¬ 
tutionality”  of  laws  an  obsession  with 
the  “integrity  of  adolescent  cherry.” 

In  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the 
law  presumes  a  young  woman  or  man 
under  the  age  of  16  cannot  consent  to  a 
sex  act,  although  until  1974,  Ward 
noted,  statutory  rape  dealt  only  with 
young  women.  The  attorney  said  that 
while  a  Boston  court  could  be  expected 
to  sentence  a  man  to  a  life  term  in 
prison  for  sex  with  a  minor,  other 
courts  in  the  state  might  hand  out  the 
greatly  lesser  charge  of  “lewd  and 
lascivious  conduct  with  a  minor.” 

Curtis  Mason,  a  17-year-old  active 
with  New  York’s  Gay  Youth  Coalition 
of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  and  a  peer 
counselor  at  Hunter  College,  described 
his  work  in  man-boy  relationships  as 
often  “rescue  missions  to  minimize  the 
danger.” 

Mason  said  he  feels  fortunate  that 
his  mother  is  an  attorney  involved  with 


Continued  from  Page  3 
gay  civil  rights  issues  and  accepts  the 
fact  that  he  has  sex  with  other  men. 

Conference  organizer  Tom  Reeves 
noted  laws  which  charge  people  with 
contributing  to  the  delinquency  of  a 
minor  and  “intent  to  rape.” 

“When  I  have  sex  with  someone. I 
feel  clean  and  good.  When  I  go  into 
court  or  a  bank  or  the  State  House, 
then  I  feel  dirty,”  Reeves  said.  He 
urged  the  conference  participants  to 
talk  with  “health  professionals”  and 
remind  them  that  age  is  not  the  key 
element  in  the  issue;  the  key  elements 
are  oppression,  violence  and  manipula¬ 
tion.  “We  must  make  psychiatrists 
sensitive  and  aware  of  these  distinc¬ 
tions,”  Reeves  said. 

As  the  conference  ended,  a  follow¬ 
up  caucus  met  and  formed  the  Man- 
Boy  Lovers  of  North  America.  A 
future  meeting  of  the  organization  will 
be  held  in  New  York.  The  group  will 
hold  discussions  on  ageism,  and  exploi¬ 
tation  and  will  publish  a  newsletter 
anout  man-boy  love. 
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December  17th 
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Wednesday  is  Women’s  Night 
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BOSTON  261-1257 


our  time  has  come 
...AGAIN 


J  The  1979  Lunar  Calendar: 

dedicated  to  the  Goddess  in  Her  many  guises 
$6.95  +  $1  p/h  (MA  res.  add  5%  lax) 

A  perfect  solstice  gift!  Available  through:  Luna  Press,  Dept.  M, 

Box  511,  Kenmore  Station,  Boston,  MA  02215 

Splendid  graphics,  article s,  poetry,  and  a  strange  mystic  feeling  make  this  a  calendar  to 
use,  a  book  to  read,  and  an  Hem  to  cherish  long  after  the  year  is  over. 

THE  WITCHES'  ALMANAC 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 
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“HARD  LUCK  NUMBER’’ 
and  “3  SUMMER  AFTERNOONS” 
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Boston 's  Best  All  Male  Show! 

MIDNIGHT  FRIDA  Y  NIGHT  Free  hot  and  cold  beverages  for  our  patrons 


X-RATED 


“BLACK  HEAT” 
and 

“CROOKED  ARRANGEMENT 


.A  A  \  i 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5^ each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  can  have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  personal  rate. 


WITH  RUE  MY  HEART  IS  LADEN  .  .  . 
By  Jove,  at  last  the  right  idea!  More 
casual,  less  involved.  I  do  wish  to  expand 
my  circle  of  friends,  younger  and  older 
(Europeans  especially  welcome)  as  I'm  at 
mid-point  and  mid-career.  Solitary  by 
choice,  prefer  to  live  alone  but  welcome 
joyous  walks,  talks,  dinner  dates.  Mad 
flings  with  voluptuous  models  finished. 
Prefer  solvent,  reliable  peers  who  enjoy 
conversation.  A  quality  relation  with 
golden  lads  of  forty!  Please  write  GCN 
Box  971. _ (18x) 


RU  from  Camb-Boston  area?  I'd  like  sum 
1  local  2  get  2  gether  with  once  &  a  while. 
I  live  N-A  modern  Dscrt  lux  apt  with  cable 
&  dirty  movies  on  MBTA  line  with  private 
parking.  I'm  also  N2  dinner  dates,  travel, 
whist,  hearts.  I'm  29,  cleancut,  profes¬ 
sional  &  hve  a  fettish  against  cigarettes, 
mustaches,  beards  &  heavy  drugs.  Call 
any  time  UP  2  2AM  if  U  R  under  25,  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  I’ll  B-N  London 
10-28  to  11-09  &  again  11-20  to  11-30.  Lve 
message  when  I'm  away  or  not  home  on 
my  ans  machine  No  1  will  hear  message 
except  me.  No  1  niters!  Rick  MBD-RRTF. 

(24) 


Writer/artist  sks  friend/bedfellow  Vt.-NH. 
I'm  29,  5’9”,  140,  like  outdoors,  skiing 
(x-cntry  &  downhl),  running.  Value  wit  & 
high  spirits.  Non-smoker  preferred.  GCN 
Box  975. 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don't 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive,! 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright,! 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable.! 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. _ | 


GWM  SEEKS  GBM 

GWM  34  slender,  attra,  into  sports,  music 
and  sharing  good  times  seeks  GBM  also 
slender  and  attra.  Don’t  by  shy.  Call 
617-536-6927. _ (21x) 


CHRIS  AND  BARBARA 

Cannot  express  our  gratitude  for  a 
gesture  of  friendship  and  kindness  total¬ 
ly  uncalled  for  but  thoroughly  appre¬ 
ciated.  Hope  we  get  to  the  monopoly  very 
soon.  With  love,  P  and  N. 


Intense  GWM  26,  leading  (and  liking) 
cram-packed  existence  with  small 
amounts  of  free  time,  wants  to  spend 
some  of  it  with  equally  intelligent,  stable, 
proud,  self-esteeming  people,  especially 
GF  (or  GFs).  (That’s  right:  male  seeks  les¬ 
bian.)  Moderate  drinker,  non-smoker.  Dis¬ 
like  sleet,  bad  movies,  and  waking  up  be¬ 
fore  9.  Looking  for  people  who  appreciate 
the  value  of  benign  frenzy  AND  struc¬ 
tured  equilibrium.  Writers,  talkers,  travel¬ 
ers,  dancers/discophiles,  computerists, 
Canadians,  Bostonians,  parenthesis- 
lovers.  (Labels,  labels,  labels.  Tsk.) 
WINTER,  ANYONE?  GCN  Box  978,  allow 
3  weeks;  will  answer  all. _ (21  + ) 


TRUTH  AND  FRIENDSHIP 
GWM  34  seeks  others  who  desire  the 
company  of  a  truthful  and  honest  person. 
Wish  to  share  special  times  with  one  who 
is  not  afraid  to  express  himself  to  others. 
Prefer  reliable  companions  who  would 
like  to  share  walks,  dining  out,  shows  and 
sporting  events.  Box  114,  N.  Weymouth, 
MA  02191.  (22) 


FUTURE  HOMESTEADER 
with  some  assets  seeks  partner  for  reno¬ 
vating  farmhouse  or  homesteading  in 
Maine  woods.  Wishes  to  hear  about 
others’  past  experiences,  future  aspira¬ 
tions.  Erik  Bergstrom,  RFD  2,  Lincoln- 
ville,  ME  04849. _ (21  +) 

GWF,  25,  lonely,  wants  to  share  life  with 
sensitive,  honest,  slim  GWF,  23-32,  in 
hopefully  lasting  relationship.  Into  film, 
music,  books,  sports,  good  times.  No 
children.  Bos  area,  suburbs.  Send  tel.  no. 
GCN  Box  975. _ (21  +  ) 

HEYAUDGE 

Trouble  says  meow.  We  both  miss  you. 
Didn’t  think  I’d  do  it?  Craziness  and  love 
are  to  blame.  A  good  12/31  in  store.  Your 
call  Qn  11/29  was  what  I  needed  except 
the  ding-dong.  Don't  say  I  never  write. 
Soon.  Love  “the  kid." _ (21) 

GWF  31,  5'5',  127,  warm,  honest,  has  a 
sense  of  humor,  intelligent,  educated, 
responsible,  seeks  a  monogamous  per¬ 
manent  relationship  with  an  intelligent  & 
sincere  gay  female.  Main  interests:  poli¬ 
tics  &  philosophy.  Favorite  pastime: 
reading,  good  conversation,  music, 
travel.  GCN  Box  9.7  3 _ (20  +  ) 


GWM  woodworker,  38,  5’10”,  160,  seeks 
mature  younger  GM  to  share  simple 
country  life  in  Central  Vermont.  Photo 
appreciated.  GCN  Box  974.  (22) 


START  A  NEW  LIFE 
FOR  YOURSELF 

GWM  couple  looking  for  houseboy  17-25 
alone  without  family,  need  love  and 
home.  This  could  be  the  right  move  for 
the  right  person.  Must  be  free  and  willing 
to  settle  down  to  a  quiet  life  with  us,  be 
our  houseboy.  We  will  teach  you  all.  You 
will  have  a  home,  a  permanent  relation¬ 
ship,  all  3  of  us.  Will  answer  all,  must 
send  a  photo.  Write  about  yourself.  Reply1 
R.  H.  Kohn,  R.F.D.  6,  Guilford,  CT  06437. 

(21) 

BETTY  | 

Be  diligent  and  a  WNY  accent  will  be. 


yours  in  no  time. 


(21  +  ) 


GWM-40  professional:  6’2”,  short  blond 
hair,  trimmed  beard  and  mustache, 
macho,  hot,  sensuous,  loving-caring,  ag¬ 
gressive.  Interested  in  meeting  guys  of 
similar  age  and  interests:  Levis,  flannel 
shirts,  jock  straps,  keys  left,  jeeps, 
beards  and  mustaches.  I  am  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  SM  or  heavy  drugs.  AM  re¬ 
sponses  answered  promptly.  GCN  Box 
979. _ (23) 


GWM,  TORONTO 

Gentleman  of  English  origin,  trans¬ 
planted  to  N.  America  and  likes  it  here. 
Refined  tastes,  kind  heart.  Seeks  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Sense 
of  humor  and  sincerity  appreciated.. 
Those  who  send  photos,  answered  first.1' 
GCN  Box  935. 


SERVICES 


CHIMNEYSWEEP 

427-3835 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  A CSW) 

By  Appointment 
4603)  224-5600  Concord 


.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  woula 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975. 


Somer.  seek  feminist  food-conscious 
open-joyous  non-smoking  M  to  share  5  rm 
apt  w/12'  ceilings  &  common  studio 
space  on  Westwood  Rd.  I’m  31,  into  arts 
social  changes  &  gourmet  veg  cooking 
$150+.  George  666-9087. _ (21) 


GM  to  help  renovate/share  six  rm  apt 
Cambridge.  Must  be  nonsmoker.  Rent 
$80+ '/2  util.  Call  Al  491-1277.  (21) 


2  males  looking  for  third  to  share  apt 
Belmont.  On  busline  to  Harvard.  Quiet 
non-smoker  preferred.  $85  plus  util.  Call 
Don  or  Bob  489-0273. _ (21)(VTR) 


RMTE  22-26  WANTED  TO  SHARE 
S.  End  2  br  apt.  Non-smoker,  prof  or  stdnt 
prefrd.  I  am  GWM,  24,  neat,  strt  acting,  in 
telligent,  like  music  &  partying.  $205  plus 
elec.  Call  Mark  426-1415. _ (21 1 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 

Boston,  M A  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 

Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 


GAY  MALE  OR  FEMALE 
needed  for  5  room  S.  End  apt.  Dec.  or  Jan 
Your  share  150  plus  util.  After  5  PM  call 
247-4155. _ (20x) 


Beacon  Hill  2  rmmtes  to  share  sunny 
bdrm  apt  with  GM  23.  Expsed  brick  walls 
dishwshr,  skylite,  garb  disp.  $93.33  inc 
ht/hw.  367-1394.  Avail  Jan  1. _ (21) 


GWM  23  friendly,  responsible  pro¬ 
feminist  seeks  comfortable  llv’n  situation 
with  other  together  gay  people.  Prefer 
Boston,  JP.  Max,  $140.  Neil  236-1659.  (21) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 


In  The  Vendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave. 


(617)  247-1832 
Boston.  Mass.  021 16 


FRASER  AND  WISE  ATTORNEYS 
2001  Beacon  St.,  Brighton.  566-1745. 
Criminal,  tenants,  consumer,  divorce, 
civil  rights  —  a  general  practice  in  Cleve¬ 
land  Circle.  (23) 


GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta¬ 
tion,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ (48) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

4  Hew  location— A  How  Phono  Humber 
Newton  Corner,  Mats,  (off  the  Pilce) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


If  Black  or  White  is  not  an  Issue  to  you, 
why  write  W  or  B?  Just  GM,  GF  will  do. 
How  about  it??? 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


Finish  carpenter  experienced  in  historic 
restoration/renovation.  New  design  work 
and  construction,  woodwork  refinishing, 
painting.  262-7408. _ (21) 


ROOMMATES 


2  GF,  1  G  cat  seek  easygoing  GF  (1  or  2) 
in  Camb.  We  are  not  dogmatic,  seek  inde¬ 
pendent  flexible  woman.  106  inc.  ht 
354-3662.  (21) 


Woman +  2  men  seek  feminist  radical 
woman  for  E  Camb  hous.  Share  veg 
meals  and  coop  buying.  Nonsmoker  only. 
No  pets.  Low  rent,  on  MBTA.  547-1225 

(21) 


JP— 4  women  (2  gay,  2  str)  seek  1  more 
lesbian  for  feminist  hse.  Veg,  non¬ 
smoking,  committed  to  coop  living.  Nr 
Orange,  Grn  T.  522-3246.  (23) 


IMMEDIATELY  —  2  roommates  to  form 
caring  women’s  household.  Sensitivity, 
sense  of  humor  a  must.  Large  JP  apt. 
Ellen  522-4396  or  262-2010  ext  228,  days. 
(Discretion  appreciated.) _ (19) 


JOBS  WANTED 


HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676. _ (MJ  xchng) 


RESORTS 


TALL  ALERT  PROFESSIONAL 
GWM  40s 

Good  shape,  enjoys  ideas,  literature,  art, 
jazz,  walking,  natural  beauty,  humor. 
Dislikes  gluttony,  boors,  pretense,  drugs, 
bar  scene,  organized  group  sports, 
tackiness.  Seeks  good  conversation, 
country  walks,  thoughtful  friends. 
"Walker,”  Box  315,  South  Wellfleet,  MA 
02663.  (20x) 


iSIHEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSIl 


SKI  HOUSE  IN  VERMONT 
2  rooms  in  log  cabin  by  wkend  or  wk  with 
meals  $60/double,  $40/single  for  wkend. 
Conv  to  ski  areas  and  x-country.  Call  (802) 
436-2150. _ (23) 


SEEK  U.S.  TRAVEL  FRIENDS 
Alert,  alive,  healthy,  stable,  supportive, 
good-humored,  young  Gay  Male  grad 
student  plans  to  travel  United  States,  79 
Welcome  contact  from  all  folks  anywhere 
open  to  share  new  ideas,  resources,  ex¬ 
periences,  advice,  shelter,  rides,  in 
exchange  for  same!  All  acknowledged!  In 
Brotherhood!  David,  102  Charles  St., 
Boston,  MA  02114.  Box  414. _ (21) 


PERSONALS 


GAY  MATE 
DATING  SERVICE 

Serving  Metro  Boston.  Donations  only 
...a  non-profit  group.  We  have  the  dating 
service  you've  been  waiting  for.  Why 
spend  the  holidays  alone? 

536-3800  ex  5 

24  hr.  answering  service 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
If  much  madness  is  divinest  sense, 

I  should  be  divinely  sensible  indeed, 

But  how  shall  I  thee  recompense 
Out  of  this  blackest  need? 

Peace,  Tickle  brain,  etc.  All  my  love, 
Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO 

It  was  so  good  to  hear  your  voice  again. 
Yes,  we  surely  need  to  be  with  you.  I  don’t 
know  how  or  when,  but  we  will  see  you  as 
sooh  as  possible.  We  are  often  with  you 
In  spirit  anyway.  We  love  you.  Thank  you 
for  calling. _ _ 


PB  PB  PB 

Sorry  we  didn’t  get  to  do  anything.  Hope 
your  meeting  was  productive.  Give  those 
school  committee  bastards  hell! 


JS  X  OF  FOCUS 
Feeling  like  whale  shit  on  the  bottom  of 
the  ocean  is  no  way  to  entertain  one's 
few  beloved  friends.  Will  try  again  next 
time.  Got  the  writing  done,  though. 


NORTHERN  MAINE 
GWM  prof  now  looking  for  sincere  person 
to  live  or  share  life  with.  I’m  6’1",  36  yrs 
old,  185  lbs.  Write  Roger,  80  St  Thomas 
St.,  Madawaska,  Maine  04756.  (22) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Cbmmunity  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  i^aracters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  arc  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 

Name__ _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5,00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Headlines. 


F(rst  4  lines. 


_at  $. 
-at  $. 


Each  additional  line  at  $. 


jper  wk. 
.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  .  . 
Please  Print  Neatly. 


Address. 


City. 

Zip 


State. 


Phone. 


THE  WOMEN’S  EXCHANGE 
is  looking  for  women  identified  crafts- 
women  to  share  in  a  collective  project  or 
w/items  to  sell.  We  also  have  vibrators 
and  other  (interesting)  items.  53  River  St, 
Camb  661-2059. _ (23  ) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 

MOVING? 

Two  strong  young  men  will  do  light  haul¬ 
ing  and  moving.  Have  truck.  $14/hr,  8AM- 
6PM.  Ask  for  Larry  or  Ralph  427-1924.  (18) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


L)  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact 
Richard  at  426-4469. _ 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
i  Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  (3) 
organization),  is  looking  fora  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basis. 
In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  independent 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  and 
.political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  unique 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement  is 
enthusiasm!  Contact:  Alexa  Freeman, 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington,  D.C.  20003 
(202)293-1347, _ (exch) 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission 
661-3567.  (ex) 

Sales  person  for  airport  publication,  neat 
appearance,  communication  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  commensurate  with  abili¬ 
ties  and  exp.  Excellent  opportunity  for 
right  pers.  227-1791  or  523-3954,  morn- 
ings  best. 
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RECEPTIONIST 

Excel  oppfy  in  expanding  all  male 
Beacon  Hill/Back  Bay  real  estate  office. 
Good  typing  required.  Real  estate  experi¬ 
ence  helpful  but  not  required.  Call  David 
227-2300.  (20?)  due. 

APARTMENTS 

PRU  view— studio,  half  block  to  MBTA, 
mrkt,  (dry,  $185+ util.  617-267-9363  after 

6  pm.  (22) 

BEACON  ST.  CONDO;  2  BDR 
eat-in  kitchen,  2  fireplaces,  parking. 
$64,500.  Cal  1  Mark  227-2300.  agent 

South  End  —  spacious,  old  fashioned, 
clean  2  bedroom  apts.  Eat-in  kitch,  large 
living  room,  plus  separate  study.  Heat  & 
hot  water.  Avail  immediately.  Call  Nick  at 
Betty  Gibson  assoc.  426-6900.  (20  due) 

WANTED 

Rita  Mae  Brown  memorabilia  wanted!! 
Photos,  articles,  book  reviews,  anything ! ! 
Tell  me  what  you  have.  Can  pay  good 
price.  GCN  Box  977.  (22) 

We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  John  at 
426-4469.  (c) 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  John  at  426-4469.  (c) 

PLEASE,  GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR! 

Do  you  know  what  it  feels  like  to  type 
while  sitting  on  horsehair  stuffing?  Our 
chairs  leak,  and  we  don’t  have  enough  of 
them.  Please,  if  you  can,  give  GCN  an 
office  chair,  or  six.  .  .  .  Call  Richard  or 
John,  426-4469.  Thanks  a  bunch. 

PENPALS 

CANADIAN  GAY  PEN  PAL  CLUB 
Members  from  around  the  world.  Mem¬ 
bership  $10.  Monthly  bulletin.  Free  ad 
when  joining.  Chasers,  Box  423,  Verdun, 
Que.,  Canada.  (21) 

PRISONERS 

23,  5’7",  147,  blk  h,  brn  e.  Will  ans  all. 
Michael  Seay  145-833,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (21) 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  tike  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
.For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _ (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 


28,  blk  h,  dk  brn  e,  brown  complexion.  6’, 

168.  Need  someone  to  correspond  with. 
Love  sex  but  also  business  minded. 
Wilson  Cannon  045767,  15-3217,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (19) 

23,  getting  out  soon,  seeking  sincere 
meaningful  relationship  w/other  gays. 
5’5”,  bind  h.,  bl  e,  very  delicate,  beaOtiful 
&  loving.  Will  travel.  Want  to  correspond 
only  with  gays  on  outside,  not  in  other 
institutions.  Mike  Malin  33945,  Box  900, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102. _  (19) 

Please  write  Kevin  Larsen  149356,  777  W. 
Riverside  Dr.,  Ionia,  Mich.  48846.  (19) 

21,  bi,  6',  blond  h,  hazel  e,  medium  build, 
190,  It  brn  complexion.  Fred  E.  Suggs, 
D.C.  #  A-055089,  Dorm  D-95-B,  P.O. 
Drawer 667,  Bushnell,  FL  33513.  (21) 

Yng,  attr,  homosexual  needs  correspond¬ 
ence  &  frndshp.  Will  ans  all.  23,  5’8”,  140, 
bind  h,  hazel  e,  very  fern.  Fern  name, 
Cathy.  Robert  H.  Lyons,  P2N2,  A  054210, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (21) 

Chained;  love  and  letters  the  key.  Write 
Larry  G.  Griffin  046309,  P.O.  Box  221, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (21) 

29,  6’1",  164,  brn  e,  blk  h,  med  vrn 

complexion.  Capricorn  w/variety  of  inter¬ 
ests.  Enjoy  exchanging  thoughts  &  will 
ans  all  promptly.  Joseph  Garrett  005638, 
P.O.  Box  488,  Polk  City,  FL  33868.  (21) 

Bi,  5’10",  175,  brn  h,  hazel  e.  Would  love 
to  hear  frm  homosexual,  bisexual,  or 
transsexual.  Will  ans  all.  Raymond  R. 
Fontaine  009630,  P.O.  Box  221-67-207, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (21) 

White  male,  33,  5’10”,  178.  Very  lonely 
will  ans  all.  Jimmy  Lee  Harris,  032450, 
S-2-S-4,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

(21) 


GWM,  22,  br  h,  hazel  e,  5’9^",  138,  skng 
right  relationship.  Will  ans  all.  Bobby 
Lusk,  059347,  K-2-N-6,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (19) 


28,  BM,  190,  6'3”,  brn  e.  Need  a  friend. 
Weldon  Smith  046030,  SWU  71-217,  P.O. 
Box  221 ,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (19) 


I  am  searching  for  the  real  thing  in  life 
and  someone  to  share  it  with.  Are  you 
that  person?  Steve  Thrash  Box  900, 
27145,  Jefferson  City,  MO  65102.  (20) 


A  lonely  WM  bi,  wishes  to  hear  from 
someone  who  cares.  Will  answer  all 
sincere  letters!  Will  be  released  in  1979. 
Age  28.  James  R.  Scott  032374,  P.O.  Box 
221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (20) 


Are  you  the  type  who  is  looking  for  the 
real  thing  in  a  relationship,  and  looking 
for  real  love  and  happiness?  If  you  are, 
then  write  as  I'll  answer  all  sincere 
letters.  Billy  Smith  Box  900,  34739,  Jef- 
fersonCity,  MO  65102. _ (20) 


23,  5'9\  140  sepia  complexion,  former 
cosmetologist  &  hair  dresser.  Seriously 
interested  in  succeeding  in  a  beauty 
salon  of  my  own,  life  intended,  meaning¬ 
ful  relationship  with  a  for  real  person  who 
cares  to  start  developing  our  alliance 
through  correspondene.  Desire  to 
relocate  upon  release.  Love  sex.  Will  be 
out  in  6  mos.  Pis  enclose  recent  photo, 
will  ans  sincere  persons  only.  Johnny 
McRae  040321,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (20) 


Lonely,  seek  correspondence.  George  H. 
Brown  S.W.U.  72-107,  P.O.  Box  221,  Rai- 
ford,  FL  32083. _ (20) 


Since  correspondence  only.  Martin  A. 
Ledford  044890,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (20) 


Bi,  26,  blond,  blue  e,  165.  Strng  masc 
lover,  need  correspondence  w/yng 
serious  minded  gays  only.  Will  send  pic  if 
sent  one.  9  mos  left  in  prison.  Looking  for 
possible  lover.  Chris  White  062514,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (20) 


Black  M,  looking  for  friends.  James 
Roper  037102-1693,  P.O.  Box  1100,  Avon 
Park,  FL  33825. _ (20) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight.  (20)! 


NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301.  332-4440, 
673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 
NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.,1 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER 

Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun¬ 
ion  every  Weds  at  7  pm.  753-8360. 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  4 
Phillips  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ (7-10) 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/, 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at’ 
8:30  p.m. 'using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  /.  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor¬ 
ris  t  qwr^NJJnf  o^(201)  69 1 -0388. 


IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counselling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5PM  Sat  for 
women,  and  Sun  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling,  Sun-Tues  6-10  PM.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. _ (fr) 


BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
742-2100. _ (D49) 

PUBLICATIONS 

FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. 

'The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. 

FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica-, 
tion.  (c) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You’re  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c) 

BEING  A  VEGETARIAN? 

Is  it  for  you?  Moral,  economic,  nutritive 
•  info  in  16  page  booklet.  $1.  CW-PO  Box 
89-Deerfield-NH-03037.  Please  send  long, 
stamped  envelope. _ (24) 


NEW  ENGLAND  BAR  GUIDE 


CONNECTICUT 


LEWISTON 


HARTFORD 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
TONY  R’s 
170-174  High  St. 
third  world 

THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

BANANA 

148  West  Service  Rd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 


OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 


PORTLAND 


NEW  HAVEN 


PARTNER’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  Whalley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men) 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  789-8612 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON 


NEW  BRITAIN 


THE  OASIS 
20  Chestnut  St. 

NEW  LONDON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

THE  CORRAL 
727  Bank  St. 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 

WATERBURY 


CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
Vincent’s  Disco 
925  State  St.  East 


MAINE 


AUGUSTA 


FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte. 
(207)  622-4393 


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing.  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food.  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing.  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends 
DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 

ENCORE 
1256  Boylston  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 


JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco.  Dancing.  Men. 

TOGETHER 
1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 
TWELVE  CARVER 
12  Carver  St. 

Men 

WERNER’S 
Sears  Crescent  BUilding 
City  Hall  Plaza 
Food,  Dancing,  Men 

BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


LOWELL 

COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


NEW  BEDFORD 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


FRIENDS  AND  LOVERS 
145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)  993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 
THE  R&R  CLUB 
78  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 

NORTHAMPTON 


LACONIA 


BRICK  YARD  MOUNTAIN  INN 
Rte.  3,  Weiss  Beach 

MANCHESTER 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 


CLUB  484 
484  Chestnut  St. 

(603)  627-4797 

MANCHESTER  CIVIC  CLUB 
Merrimack  St.  (603)  623-8264 
TUDOR  CAFE 
361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NORTH  CONWAY 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193 A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


RHODE  ISLAND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 


RANDOLPH 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


SPRINGFIELD 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 
ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 


TYNGSBORO 


LYNN 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 


WORCESTER 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Wevhosset 
THE  GA!  I  ERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

I  A  BOHEME 

S3  Dorrancc  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SMITHFIEI.D 

THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  CLUB 
Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1 180 

WOONSOCKET 

THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
28!  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


VERMONT 


BELLOWS  FALLS 


FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 


ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 


ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 


FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 


===== 


CALENDAR 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


9  sat 


Boston  —  The  Ella  Ellison  Support  Com- 
nittee  is  holding  a  winter  craft  and  rum- 
nage  sale  from  10:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant,  67  Newbury  St. 


Boston  —  Demonstration  against  the  J.P. 
Stevens  Co.  for  its  anti-union  activities  in 
front  of  Jordan  Marsh,  Washington  and 
Summer  Sts.,  11  a.m.  Sponsored  by  the 
Amalgamated  Clothing  and  Textile 
Workers  Union. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Jailhouse  Rock,  a 
Disdb  sponsored  by  the  Walpole  Norfolk 
Prisfcner  Support  Coalition,  will  be  held 
from  9pm  to  1am  at  the  Cambridge  Com¬ 
munity  Center,  5  Calendar  St.  Admission 
$2.50,  beer  and  wine  will  be  sold 


lo  sun 


West  Hartford,  CT  -  WWUH  (91.3  FM), 
will  air  “The  Making  of  Walls  to  Roses,"  a 
one-hour  documentary  on  the  making  of 
the  first  album  of  the  Men’s  Music  Col¬ 
lective.  8pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  -  WCAS  (740  AM)  will 
feature  a  discussion  of  man-boy  love  with 
Dr.  Thomas  Reeves,  and  Attorney  John 
Ward  on  Closet  Space,  9am. 


Boston  —  The  Lesbian  Task  Force  of 
NOW  is  sponsoring  an  open  house  at 
2pm.  All  interested  women  may  attend. 
For  more  information  call  227-4373. 


Boston  —  Members  of  BUUGL  will  con¬ 
duct  a  special  service  of  worship  at  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  11  a.m. 


Boston  —  The  Daughters  of  Bilitis  will 
hold  their  Tenth  Birthday  Party  at  Some¬ 
where,  295  Franklin  St.  4  p.m. 


ll  mon 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folkdancing  at 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  near  Harvard  Yard, 
from  6:30-9:30  p.m. 


Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
will  hold  its  next  meeting  at  7:30  p.m.  at 
31 R  Chestnut  St.  Representatives  from 
MCGL  will  discuss  the  pending  Gay 
Rights  Bill  and  the  results  of  the  Mass, 
elections. 


12  tues 


Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Union 
holds  general  meeting.  Welcomes  new 
members  to  discuss  upcoming  projects. 
7:30pm,  Sarah  Doyle  Center,  185  Meeting 
St.  For  more  information  call  (401) 
863-2189. 


Amherst,  MA  —  The  U.  of  Mass.  People’s 
Gay  Alliance  will  sponsor  a  Coffee  House- 
Pot  Luck  Dinner  to  be  held  at  Farley 
Lounge  (adjacent  to  the  football  field).  All 
are  cordially  invited  to  share  dinner  at 
6:30,  or  arrive  later  for  the  7:30  coffee 
house.  Please  bring  a  Christmas  Gift 
worth  $1  to  exchange. 


Boston  —  Monthly  meeting  of  the  GCN 
collective.  Held  at  22  Bromfleld  St.,  6:15 
p.m.  All  members  of  the  collective  are 
urged  to  attend. 


13  wed 


Holllston,  MA  —  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  an  organizational  meeting  at 
8pm.  Call  429-6583  for  more  information. 


Holllston,  MA  —  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  an  organizational  meeting  at  8 
p.m.  Call  429-6593  for  more  information. 


15  fri 


Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Chicago  Maternity 
Center  Story,  a  unique  documentary  of 
the  maternity  center  that  brought  home 
deliveries  to  lower-income  mothers  for  75 
years,  will  be  shown  at  Redbook,  136 
River  St.,  at  7:30,  showings  at  the  same 
time  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Donation 
requestedfor  the  prison  book  program. 


16  sat 


Boston,  MA  —  Experimental  Theatre 
Workshop  for  gay  men  will  be  sponsored 
by  Faggots  and  Bodies,  and  members  of 
the  cast  of  Salome.  The  workshop  will  in¬ 
clude  movement,  vocal  work  and  improvi¬ 
sation,  exploring  Individual  and  group 
energy.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  557 
Tremont  St.,  2pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Boston  Men’s  Center 
will  be  forming  new  groups,  and  accept¬ 
ing  new  members  into  older  groups  at 
Campus  Free  College,  14  Beacon  St.,  at 
2pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  A  Holiday  Rap  Session  will 
be  held  by  Out  Here  for  lesbian  and  gay 
youth,  at  355  Boylston  St.,  12-2pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Holiday  Party  for  Clear- 
space.  Bring  $3,  or  anything  that  our  com¬ 
munity  center  needs  to  furnish  and  equip 
their  new  office.  485  Mass.  Ave.,  8:30pm 
to  1am. 


NYC  —  The  Lesbian  Mother  Custody  Cen¬ 
ter  will  be  holding  a  benefit  Disco  at 
Medusa's  Revenge,  10  Bleeker  St.,  9pm; 
$3  donation  requested. 


17  sun 


Long  Island,  NY  —  New  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  of  L.l.  will  hold  a  board 
meeting  and  benefit  at  8  p.m.  at  Dockside 
in  Lindenhurst.  Everyone  is  welcome  to 


attend.  $3  donation.  For  more  information 

call  516)  665-7373  or  (516)  226-9838. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  debut  of  Folkway's  recording 
Walls  lo  Roses:  Songs  of  Changing  Men 
by  the  .Men’s  Music  Collective.  Guest 
Artists:  Willie  Sordill,  Marcia  Taylor  and 
Kennie  Arkin.  9  p.m. 

Lindenhurst,  NY  —  The  Board  of  Direct¬ 
ors  of  The  New  Coalition  of  Human 
Rights  will  hold  its  next  meeting  at  8pm. 
All  are  Invited,  entertainment  provided 
after  the  meeting,  and  a  $3  donation  re¬ 
quested  to  help  defray  the  costs  of  the 
Coalition.  At  the  Dock  Side  Lounge,  771 
9th  St.  For  information  call  (516)  665-7373 
or  (516)  226-9838. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Gay  Academic 
Union  of  New  England  will  hold  its  De¬ 
cember  meeting  from  4  to  6pm  In  the 
Shepard  Room  of  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard. 


18  mon 


Boston  —  The  Bar,  252  Boylston  St.  will 
hold  a  benefit  for  Jamaica  Plain’s  Naza¬ 
reth  Children’s  Home  at  9  p.m.  Donation: 
one  new  toy,  includes  free  buffet. 


27  wed 


Boston,  MA  -  WGBH-TV  Channel  2,  will 
present  "Into  the  Morning:  Wllla  Cather’s 
America,”  at  7:30pm.  The  program  will  be 
repeated  at  the  same  time  on  Decem¬ 
ber  30. 


Los  Angeles  —  Men  Overcoming  Sexism, 
the  5th  Annual  National  Conference  on 
Men  and  Masculinity  will  be  held  at  UCLA 
through  Dec.  31.  To  obtain  registration 
forms  and  information  call  (213)  473-4229. 


31  sun 


Holllston,  MA  —  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  a  New  Year's  Eve  Party  at  8pm. 
Call  429-6593  for  more  information. 


Greetings  from  Gay  Community  News 


SPECIAL  GIFT  RATES 

This  Holiday  Season,  remember  Friends,  Lovers,  and  Rela¬ 
tives  with  gifts  that  keep  on  giving  every  week  —  Gift  Sub¬ 
scriptions  to  Gay  Community  News. 

The  first  subscription  (your  own  or  a  gift)  is  at  regular  rates; 
each  additional  subscription  is  up  to  30%  off  regular  price: 


Regular  Kate 
(first  subscription) 

$47.00 

33.50 

17.50 

10.00 

5.00 

< The  above  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  20%  of  Regular  Rate  for  foreign.) 

Your  name _ _ _ 


3  years 
2  years 
1  year 
25  weeks 
12  weeks 


Discount  Rate 

(each  additional  subscription) 
$35.00 
24.00 
12.00 
7.00 
3.50 


A  card  will  be  sent  announcing  your  gift.  If  you  need  addi¬ 
tional  space,  send  us  the  information  on  a  separate  sheet.  If 
recipient  is  already  a  GCN  subscriber,  their  subscription  will 
be  extended.  This  offer  expires  January  15,  1979. 


Address 
Citv _ 


.  State_ 


.  Zip_ 


First  Subscription  (regular  rate)  to: 

□  Renewal,  for  myself 

□  Gift,  or  new  for  myself 


Second  Subscription  (discount  rate)  to: 


Enter  additional  subscription  information  on 
separate  sheet. 

□  I  enclose  payment  of _ _ 

□  Charge  m.v  order  to: 

Cl  Master  Charge 

a  visa 

Card  #  _ _ _ _ _ 

Expiration  Date  ’  _  • 

.  Signature  ■  _ 


Mail  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Brumfield  St. 
Boston,  MA.  02108 


Name 


Address 

Address  . 

City - -  -  ^  State 

Zip 

City  State 

Length  of  subscription 

;  amount  $ 

Length  of  subscription. 

;  amount  $ 

Gift  card  to  read  “From  . 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed ,  plain  envelopes .  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  ‘GCN".  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. 


— 


